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The  Freehold erV  Alarm 
to  ////Brethren,  5V. 

UR  political  like  our  religious 
Difputes  have  run  high,  and 
fome  Men  appear  to  be  as  great 
Enthufiafts  in  the  one,  as  tiiey 
were,  in  a  late  Reign,  in  the 
other.  After  all,  there  certainly  is  fuch  a 
Thing  as  ajuft  and  rational  Courfe  of  Policy, 
as  well  as  a  right  Syftem  of  Religion  ;  and  he 
is  the  wifeft  and  happieft  Man,  who  can 
difcover  Truth  thro'  the  dark  Cloud  of  Con- 
troverfy. 

The  fure  Touchftone  and  Standard  of  Ar- 
gument whereby  to  try  and  examine  diffe- 
rent and  oppofite  Schemes  of  Policy,  is  the 
fteddy,  fix'd,  and  unalterable  Conjiitution, 
which  is  compos'd  of  the  three  well-known 
Powers  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons.  The 
Legiflative  Power,  or  that  Power  entrufted 
with  enacting  all  Laws  for  the  well-ordering 
and  governing  of  the  State,  is  verted  in  the 
joint  Concurrence,  Harmony,  and  Agreement 
of  thefe  Powers.  A  King  of  Great-Britain 
has  a  negative  Voice  in  the  Legiflature:  In 
him  is  repos'd  the  whole  executive  Power ; 
and  various  other  Powers  and  Privileges, 
which  are  term'd  Prerogatives,  are  annexed 
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to  the  Crown.  The  Two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment have  their  peculiar  Rights  and  Privile- 
ges -,  of  which  fome  are  common  to  both, 
others  particular  to  each:  They  prepare, they 
pafs  Bills,  or  they  reject  any  brought  before 
them:  They  addrefs,  reprefent,  advife,  re- 
monftrate.  The  fupreme  Judicature  refides 
in  the  Lords  j  the  Commons  are  the  Grand 
Inqueft  of  the  Nation,  to  whom  it  belongs 
to  judge  of  national  Expences,  and  to  grant 
Supplies. 

As  in  this  well-poiz'd  Frame  of  Govern- 
ment, Royalty  and  Liberty  are  wifely  and 
happily  tempered  and  united,  fo  the  Mea- 
fures  and  Conduct  of  every  juft  and  upright 
Adminiftration,  will  tend  to  the  reciprocal 
Confervation  of  both :  For  if  either  the  Li- 
berties of  the  People,  or  the  Regalities,  Pow- 
ers, and  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  be  ex- 
tended beyond  their  legal  and  determinate 
Boundaries  and  Prefcriptions,  fuch  Conduct 
muft  have  a  direct  and  natural  Tendency  ei- 
ther to  abfolute  Monarchy  on  the  one  hand, 
or  rank  Republicanifm,  and  Oclocracy,  or 
the  Tyranny  of  the  Rabble,  on  the  other.    If 
the  King  abufes  his  juft  Power,  and  exceeds 
the  proper  Limits  and  Circumfcriptions  of  his 
regal  Office,  we  are  then  liable  to  be  enflav'd 
by  a  Tyrant ;  if  the  Nobles  are  falfe  to  their 
Truft,  we  are  in  danger  of  haying  many  abfo- 
lute Lords  and  Mafters  fet  over  us;  and  if  the 
Commons,  by  open  Force  and  Violence,  ger 
the  better  of  both,  the  regal  Power  and  the 
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fupreme  Judicature,  we  (hall  then  be  vifited 
with  a  Mob  and  Rabble  of  Tyrants,  the 
greateft  Curfe  that  can  befal  us. 

Whether  the  Train  of  Policy,  which  has 
been  purfued  by  the  prefent  Adminift ration, 
or  that  which  the  Gentlemen  out  of  Power 
have  for  many  Years  dictated,  prefcrib'd,  and 
recommended  in  Gppofition  thereto,  be  the 
moil  confident  with  the  Prefervation  of  King- 
ly Government,  the  Privileges  of  Parliament, 
and  the  extenfive  Liberties  of  the  People,  is 
the  Subject  of  this  Enquiry. 

From  the  great  Excellency  and  delicate 
Structure  of  our  Frame  of  Government,  we 
are  liable  to  many  Inconveniencies  and  Cala- 
mities ,    to  which   Forms  of  Government 
more  coarfely  conftituted  are  not  fubjed:.  E- 
very  Kind  of  Government,  like  the  Produ- 
ctions of  Nature,  or  the  Machinery  of  Art, 
is  the  more  tender  and  brittle,  as  it  excels 
others  in  its  Contexture,  Beauty,  and  Sym- 
metry.    In  abfolute  Democracies ,  where  the 
fupreme  Power  is  lodg'd  in  the  People,  no 
Laws  can  be  of  longer  Duration  than  the 
Majority  are  difpos'd  to  obey  them.     Their 
Governments,    as  well  as  their  Governors, 
muft  ever  vary  and  change  as  the  Tide  of  po- 
pular Frenzies   and  Infatuations   ebbs   and 
flows.     They  have  no  Standard  whereby  to 
fleer  and  conduct  their  State  j  the  rafh,  in- 
confiderate,  and  impetuous  Multitude,  who 
are  neither   govern'd  by   Counfel,    Reafon, 
Difcretion  or  Attention,  are  to  give  Law  to 
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fuch  a  Community.  Let  'em  vary  their  Form 
ever  fo  often,  'tis  (till  a  Democracy r,  and  there- 
fore ever  mutable  and  unfteddy,  and  Proper- 
ty confequently  infecure  and  precarious.  In 
Defpotick  Governments,  where  the  Will  of 
the  Prince  is  the  Law  of  the  People,  as  oft 
as  his  Humour,  Paffions,  and  Inclinations 
change,  fo  oft  are  the  Laws  varied.  There 
is  this  Difference  between  them  indeed,  that 
under  the  latter  the  Governed  are  fure  of 
lading  Slavery,  under  the  former  of  nothing 
durable,  permanent  and  fteddy. 

Nor  is  an  Arijlocracy  to  be  preferr'd  to  ei- 
ther of  them.  For  when  the  Nobles  concur 
to  keep  the  reft  in  Subjettion,  they  exercife 
as  defpotick,  arbitrary,  and  tyrannical  a 
Power  as  an  abfolute  Monarchy :  Nay,  to  be 
Slaves  to  one  Tyrant,  is  more  tolerable  than 
to  be  fo  to  a  Number. 

The  true  and  lading  Enjoyment  of  Liber- 
ty not  being  to  be  found  in  either  of  thefe 
Extremes,  where  (hall  we  look  for  it  but  in 
the  Mean  ?  Where  can  it  be  of  Extent  and 
Duration  but  in  a  mix'd  and  limited  Govern- 
ment 5  in  a  Government  equally  temper'd 
and  proportion'd  between  the  Prince,  the 
Nobles,  and  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Peo- 
ple ?  Where  the  Prince  has  an  ample  and 
fufficient  Power  and  Prerogative  to  refill:  the 
Force  of  turbulent  and  factious  Commoti- 
ons, Feuds  and  Diflenfions,  there  can  be  no 
Dangers  and  Fatalities  from  the  confufed  and 
ungovernable  Ravages  of  the  infuriate  Scum 
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and  Dregs  of  the  People:  Nor  where  the 
People  have  a  due  proportionate  Strength 
and  Liberty  to  oppofe,  fruftrate,  and  defeat 
any  Attempts  or  Ufurpations  of  an  afpiring 
and  tyrannical  Prince,  are  we  in  Danger  of 
the  unlimited  Domination  of  a  fingle  Ty- 
rant :  Nor  where  the  People  and  the  Prince 
facredly  and  inviolably  maintain  their  pecu- 
liar Rights  and  Immunities,  need  we  fear 
being  over-run  with  Arijlocracies  or  Oligar- 
chies. Self-Prefervation  will  inftigate  the  No- 
bles to  hold  the  Balance  between  Prince  and 
People ;  fince  if  either  prevail,  and  the  Power 
of  the  one  be  incorporated  with  that  of  the 
other,  their  united  Strength  would  be  fo  great 
and  formidable,  that  the  Nobles  could  expeft 
nothing  but  to  be  fwallow'd  up  in  the  Power 
of  the  Vidlor. 

Which  of  the  three  Powers  at  prefent,  and 
for  fome  Years  paft,  has  been  the  moil;  like- 
ly to  fubvert  and  overthrow  the  whole  Con- 
stitution, 1  conceive  no  great  Difficulty  to 
determine. 

The  mix'd  Multitude  is  allow'd  on  all 
hands  a  wavering,  impetuous,  and  unfteddy 
Body,  the  Diverfity  of  whofe  Years  and  Ages 
produces  as  great  a  Variety  and  Inconfiften- 
cy  of  Difpofitjons  and  Enterprizes,  as  there 
are  Individuals.  In  a  free  State  there  are  na- 
turally engender'd  a  great  Contrariety  of  O- 
pinions  concerning  our  Laws,  Liberties,  Con- 
stitutions and  Religion  -,  which  fpawns  Pa- 
fijisy  Jacobites,  Republicans,  Oligarchial  and 
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Oclocracans,  whofe  political  Tenets  being  di- 
redly  oppofite  to  our  fix'd  Frame  of  Govern- 
ment, will  ever  be  no  fmall  Detriment  to  the 
Crown,  and  add  no  inconfiderable  Strength 
to  the  popular  Side. 

Principles  of  thefe  Kinds  incite  Men  to 
draw  different  Ways  from  the  Crown,  which 
not  only  promote  DifarTe&ion  to  Trinces,  and 
greatly  weaken  their  Power  and  Authority, 
but  enervate  and  enfeeble  the  Strength  of 
the  whole  Nation,  and  impede  its  Grandeur 
and  Profperity.  For,  as  it  is  raoft  certain, 
that  where  the  Crown  and  the  People  move 
in  one  and  the  fame  Courfe,  the  Nation 
would  fooner  arrive  at  the  Zenith  of  Splen- 
dor, Strength  and  Opulency  j  fo  where  they 

move  oppoiitC  to  each  Other,  or  in  any  de- 
gree out  of  the  fame  Line,  their  Progrefs 
rnuft  be  retarded  in  Proportion  to  fuch  a  De- 
viation. 

In  Conftitutions  where  the  Liberty  of  the 
Prefs  is  reftrain'd,  where  Men's  Reafons  and 
Underftandings  are  crampt,  and  their  Tongues 
padlock'd ;  where  there  are  Variety  of  clofe 
Shutters  to  keep  out  the  Light,  and  'tis  a 
Crime  to  think  freely,  and  to  follow  the  pure 
Dictates  of  an  honeft  Heart ;  there  the  Bulk 
of  a  State  are  harmonious  in  their  Principles 
of  Policy  and  Religion,  and  are  as  eafily  go- 
vern'dby  abfolute  Princes,  as  Brutes  are  by 
their  abfolute  Mailers.  The  Cafe  is  other- 
wife  in  free  and  popular  States.  Where  an 
unreftrain'd  Freedom  and  Liberty  is  allow'd, 
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Sectaries  in  Religion  and  Parties  in  Politicks^ 
whofe  Interefts  are  as  oppofite  as  their  Te- 
nets and  Opinions,  will  abound ;  and  thus  is 
it  impoffible  for  any  Adminiftration  whatfo- 
ever,  in  fuch  a  State,  fo  to  fquare,  fuit,  and 
accommodate  their  Conduct,  as  to  gain  the 
Good-liking  and  Affection  of  all  the  diffe- 
rent Parties.  The  utmolt  within  the  Com- 
pafs  of  human  Nature,  in  fuch  a  nice  and 
ticklifh  Station,  is  fo  to  maintain  the  inter- 
nal Balance  between  the  great  Variety  of  In- 
terefts, as  to  preferve  the  Government  (table 
upon  the  broaden:  Bafis ;  to  attach  a  Majori- 
ty of  the  Nation's  Strength  to  the  governing 
Power,  that  the  Conftimtion  may  never  be 
liable  to  any  deftructive  Changes  and  Revo- 
lutions. For  if  Affairs  are  fo  weakly  and 
impolitickly  manag'd  and  conducted,  as  to 
leave  our  Government  liable  to  Subverfion 
from  every  Gale  of  popular  Fury,  that 
great  and  defirable  Portion  of  Liberty  we 
enjoy,  inftead  of  proving  that  Bleffing  it 
is  now  rendered  by  a  wife  Adminiftration, 
would  be  the  greateft  Misfortune  and 
Calamity  that  could  attend  us,  as  ever 
rendering  our  Properties,  our  Laws,  our 
Religion,  and  our  Lives,  as  unliable  and  un- 
certain, as  the  Frame  of  Government  itfelf 
would  be. 

However  fatal  and  calamitous  the  Effects 
of  this  univerfal  Toleration  may  be  made 
by  haughty,  felf-fufficient,  and  imperious  In- 
cendiaries, they  are  far  more  tolerable  than 
a  State  of  Deprivation  would  be.  'Tis  true, 
B  the 


[  "] 

the  Reftlefs  and  Seditious  have  a  far  eafier 
Task  to  diffract  and  embroil  us,  and  blow 
up  a  Hurricane  of  civil  Difcord,  and  fome- 
times  occafion  the  Waves  and  Floods  of  Dif- 
fention  to  break  in,  and  beat  tempeftuoufly 
againft.  the  State,  by  artfully  boxing  of  one 
Parcy  and  Intereft  againft  the  other:  But 
thefe  Storms  are  rarely  of  that  Continuance 
as  to  make  us  rather  prefer  a  perpetual  de- 
fpotick  Government  to  a  State  of  Tranquil- 
lity and  Happinefs,  fometimes  liable  to  In- 
terruption. When  the  drunken  Fit  is  over, 
Men  come  to  their  Senfes,  fee  their  Folly, 
and  are  the  more  charm'd  and  captivated 
with  Sobriety. 

Malecontents  in  fuch  States  however  will 
have  their  Reign,  be  it  never  fo  fhort>  and  a 
very  pleafant  Time  they  have  of  it,  who  can 
floop  fo  low  as  to  flatter  and  worfhip  the 
fenflefs  Many,  and  lye,  flatter,  and  diffem- 
ble  with  the  Rabble.  As  the  national  Re- 
venue will  fometimes  affect  one  particular 
Clafs  of  the  Community  more  than  another, 
a  fmall  Share  of  Artifice  will  win  over  to 
their  Interefts,  for  the  Day,  that  Part  of  So- 
ciety who  may  think  themfelves  aggriev'd  or 
opprefs'd  by  any  particular  Act  or  Propor- 
tion. Thus  at  one  Time  fubtile  and  traite- 
rous  Bout ef ens  may  infinuate  themfelves  into 
the  good  Opinion  of  Landholders,  Farmers, 
Clothiers, See.  at  another,  ingratiate  themfelves 
with  the  Merchant,  trader,  Stockholder,  and 
Money-Lender.  For  Partiality  is  more  likely 
*  to 
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to  fway  the  Interefted,  than  found  Judgment, 
Difcretion,  and  good  Policy :  They  are  ea- 
iily  won  by  Flattery  and  Adulation,  Submif- 
fion  and  Intreaty ;  and  are  naturally  led  to 
efteem  and  reverence  thofe  Men  in  the  high- 
eft  Degree,  who  fubmit  to  the  loweft  Me- 
thods of  canvaffing  and  folliciting  their  Fa- 
vour.    However  eafy  it  may  be  for  Incen- 
diaries thus  to  impofe  upon  the  Publick,  and 
pafs  with  the  Lees  of  a  Nation  for  fuperla- 
tive  Patriots   and  Politicians  \  yet  I  cannot 
be  prevail'd  on  to  believe  any  Principles  but 
thofe  of  Craft,  Knavery,  and  rank  Difaffecti- 
on  give  Birth  to  fuch  Practices.     As  weak 
and  unreafonable  as  it  appears  for  the  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Hill  to  complain  of  the  Scorch- 
ings  of  the  Sun,  when  thofe  of  the  Valleys 
had  been  juft  before  drown'd ;  fo  is  it  for  one 
Part  of  the  People  to  make  Complaints  and 
Lamentations  of  Oppreflion,  when  they  on- 
ly take  their  proportionate  Share  of  national 
Expences.     With  equal  Reafon  may  the  In- 
vidious and  Difcon  tented  murmur  and  rebel 
againft  their  God,  becaufe  the  fupreme  Pow- 
er, as  being  inconfiftent  with  infinite  Wif- 
dom,  does  not  always  calculate  the  Weather 
for  the  Benefit  of  one  Rank  of  his  Creatures, 
and  wholly  neglect  and  difregard  the  Eafe 
and  Happinefs  of  the  reft  in  their  Turns ;  as 
againft  a  Prince  and  his  Minijlry  for  wifely 
Shifting  of  Taxes  to  give  Eafe  to  om  Part  of 
his  Community,  that  others  may  take  their 
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due  Courfe  of  Taxation,  as  the  juft  Exigen- 
cies and  Cravings  of  the  State  may  make  in- 
difpenfibly  neceiTary.  And  here  I  might  take 
Occafion  to  obferve,  in  Honour  to  the  Reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  tender  Father  of 
his  People,  that  no  new  Tax  has  been  laid 
fince  he  has  fway'd  the  Royal  Sceptre.  The 
Clamours  which  have  been  fo  pompoufly  and 
inceffantly  rais'd  about  Taxes,  have  only  pro- 
ceeded from  Defigns  to  vary  thofe  that  have 
been  many  Years  laid,  and  turn  'em  into  fuch 
Channels,  as  render  them  the  moft  equitable, 
equable  and  proportionate.  Hard  Fate  !  that 
fuch  Minifters  muit  be  term'd  Oppreflbrs  of 
the  People,  who  are  for  making  their  Bur- 
then eafy,  and  their  Yoke  light  5  who  arc 
for  giving  Relief  to  our  poor  Labourers  and 
Manufacturers;  and,  inftead  of  keeping  hea- 
vy Impofitions  upon  the  Neceffaries  and 
Conveniences  of  Life,  are  for  faddling  them 
upon  the  Superfluities  and  Luxuries  of  fo- 
reign Production,  that  the  Rich  and  the 
Wealthy,  as  being  the  moft  able,  may  bear 
the  greateft  Proportion  of  State  Expences. 

This  popular  Dexterity  of  playing  the 
Landed  againft  the  Trading  Intereji,  and  one 
Party  againft  another,  as  may  be  moft  con- 
ducive to  keep  up  a  national  Hyppo,  is  look'd 
upon  by  many  to  be  the  moft  confummate 
and  refined  Policy,  though  it  can  only  be  pro- 
ductive of  Anarchy  and  Mifery.  Such  Con- 
duct can  only  breed  Diffentions  between  the 
different  Parties  and  Inter  efts  within  the  Bow- 
els 
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els  of  the  Nation,  and  root  fuch  Heart-burn- 
ings between  Prince  and  People,  as  may  prove 
calamitous  from  Generation  to  Generation. 
As  Atheijls  and  Infidels  have  done  moft  Pre- 
judice to  Religion,  by  the  Arts  of  oppofing 
the  Principles  of  one  Sectaries  to  another,  and 
fetting  them  at  Variance  among  themfelves ; 
fo  do  the  Factious,  by  the  like  Tricks  and 
Subtilties,  gradually  undermine  all  Civil  Go- 
vernment and  Authority. 

The  inferior  Herd  look  upon  all  fuperior 
Poffeffions  of  Honour,  Fortune,  and  Autho- 
rity, as  a  Sort  of  Incroachment  on  their  na- 
tural Right,  and  therefore  are  always  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  Stamps  and  Impreffions  of  fuch, 
whoie  Intereft  it  is  to  raife  their  own  low 
and  ignoble  Characters  and  Reputations,  up- 
on the  Ruins  of  thofe  of  their  envied  Superi- 
ors. 

Nor  proceeds  it  from  the  Probability  of 
the  Truth  of  any  infamous  Imputation  to 
thofe  in  Power,  that  fo  fuddenly  it  gains  Cre- 
dit, but  from  a  ftrong  Propensity  and  Defire 
in  moft,  to  give  a  free  and  eafy  Reception  to 
every  Species  of  Calumny  and  Defamation. 
Let  any  chimerical  Rumour  be  broach'd  to 
the  Diihonour  of  the  Court,  it  is  foon  impro- 
ved into  an  Affeveration,  and  prefently  be- 
comes fo  univerfal  amidft  the  Vulgar,  that 
they  would  as  foon  doubt  the  Veracity  of 
their  own  Exigence,  as  the  Truth  of  a 
Forgery  calculated  to  fligmatize  the  Great. 
The  political  Mifery  of  Mankind,  is  ow- 
ing   to    their    own    Folly    and    Credulity. 

This 
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This  Difpofuion  in  the  Populace  to  be  de- 
ceived, renders  them  obnoxious  to  be  the  In- 
ftruments  of  their  own  Deftrudion,  as  often 
as  they  become  zealous  in  their  Delufions, 
and  enamour'd  with  their  Deceivers.     This 
Weaknefs  in  the  Majority  ^  fubjects  them  to 
be  fubdued  and  fetter'd  by  Tyrants  and  Op- 
preffbrs.     There  was  never  a  Time  or  Place 
where  Men  woujd  knowingly  become  Slaves 
to  the  abfolute  Will  of  a  Tyrant,   or    the 
Chains  of  a  Pope:  The  firft  Rife  therefore  of 
fuch  Enflavers,  muft  fpring  from  the  Igno- 
rance and  Folly  of  the  Bulk  of  the  Peo- 
ple j  and  their  Support  mud  be  owing  to 
the  Continuance  of  thofe  Clouds  of  Error 
and  Falfhood  with  which  the  People,  in  all 
Ages,  have  been  overwhelmed,  under  the  de- 
lufive  Difguifes,  and  fpecious  Oftentation  of 
Liberty,  Patriotifm,  and  publick  Good.  The 
moft  fuccefsful  Deluders  and  Oppreffors  of 
Mankind,  have  always  afted  in  Mafquerade, 
and  when  the  blackeft  Villanies  are  defign'd, 
the  moft  oppofite  Spirit  is  pretended.     Let 
clamorous  Impoftors  cry  out  but  the  Church 
is  in  Danger,  the  Orthodox  are  in  an  Uproar ; 
whifper  the   DhTenters  their  Toleration  is 
precarious,  they  are  fuddenly  in  Confufion : 
So  fay  but  our  Liberties  and  Properties  are 
invaded,  the  Nation's  in  a  Ferment ;  bellow 
out  but  a  corrupt  Minijlry ,    and  a  corrupt 
Parliame7it>   nothing   will   go  down  but  a 
Change  of  both. 

Do  Malecontents  find  it  neceffary  to  the 
Succefs  of  their  Schemes,  to  charge  thofe  in 

Power 
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Power  with  Incapacity  and  Weaknefs,  then 
do  they  fet  up  for  Criticks  upon  their  Con- 
dud.  Are  Minijiers  for  pacifick  Meafures, 
rather  for  baffling  the  Enemy  by  the  filent 
Arts  of  Conqueft,  'Treaty,  and  Negotiation,  to 
avoid  augmenting  our  Debts,  and  burthening 
the  Subject  with  frefh  Taxes,  then  do  the 
Factious  floridly  declaim  upon  the  Pomp  and 
Terror  of  Naval  Armaments :  Are  our  Fleets 
wifely  exercifed  at  feafonable  Conjunctures, 
oppofite  Meafures  are  applauded :  Are  other 
Courts  dilatory  at  Negotiations,  their  Delays 
and  Procraftinations  are  afcrib'd  to  the  Blun- 
ders of  a  Britifh  Miniftry :  Are  Alliances  ex- 
pedited, apparently  tending  to  the  Honour 
and  Intereft  of  Britain,  Wifdom  and  Addrefs 
had  no  Share  in  the  Succefs,  Bribery  and  Cor- 
ruption was  the  only  Advocate  for  Great- 
Britain. 

Though  an  Oppofition  carried  on  in  this 
manner  bears  all  the  Features  and  Lineaments 
of  Deceit  and  Malevolence,  and  muft  con- 
vince every  Man  who  thinks,  that  had  the 
very  Meafures  been  purfued  by  the  prefent 
Adminiftration,  which  their  Enemies  have 
from  time  to  time  recommended,  the  Reverfe 
would  have  been  propos'd,  and  that  Conduct 
applauded  which  has  been  wifely  regarded  j 
yet  political  Infidels  will  not  believe. 

From  whence  then,  but  from  the  People 
themfelves,  can  the  Danger  to  our  Liberties 
arife  ?  If.  they  will  idolize  their  Deftroyers, 
and  believe  all  out  of  Power  Angels  of 
Light,  thofe  in  Worfhippers  of  Satan 5  if  the v 
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will  obftinately  imagine  Righteoufnefs,  Wif~ 
dom,  and  Honour  can  only  dwell  among 
thofe  whom  their  Prince  thinks  have  nei- 
ther -,  if  they  will,  notwithftanding  all  defi- 
rable  Evidence  to  the  contrary,  believe  thofe 
who  fly  in  the  Face  of  Majefty  to  be  infalli- 
ble, thofe  who  are  the  Pillars  of  Royalty 
weak  and  wicked :  If  thefe  Doctrines,  I  fay, 
become  the  Creed  of  Britons,  we  muft  either 
be  enflav'd  by  the  Prince,  or  one  another  -9 
for  fuch  will  be  the  Effects  of  our  Tenets, 
that  we  fhall  always  be  plucking  at  the 
Power  of  the  Crown,  till  at  length  we 
totally  deftroy  all  Kingly  Government,  and 
erect  a  Mob-Ufurpation,  where  our  Lives 
and  Properties  muft  be  infecure :  Or  the  Pre- 
valency  of  fuch  Maxims  will  mitigate  the 
Monarch,  from  Principles  of  Self-Preferva- 
tion,  to  be  fo  reftlefs  and  uneafy  in  the  En- 
joyment of  his  rightful  Powers  and  Preroga- 
tives, till  at  laft  we  have  no  Liberty  left. 
Thus  appears  it  clear  from  the  moft  limple 
Reflection,  that  thofe  giddy  and  inconfide- 
rate  Meafures  we  have  been  deluded  to  rake 
for  the  Prefervation,  have  a  palpable  Ten- 
dency to  the  abfolute  Deftruction  of  our  Li- 
berties. 

Were  we  able  nicely  to  afcertain  the  due 
Powers  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  People,  fuch  Powers  as  are  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  Balance  of  our  happy  Conftitu- 
tion,  we  fhouid  find  that  thofe.  of  the  Peo- 
ple, compar'd  with  thofe  of  the  Crown,  are 
more  than  ever  were  known  in  Britain ;  and 
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therefore,  if  there  be  any  Danger  of  breaking  to 
pieces  our  Frame  of  Government:,  it  mud  arife 
from  the  People.  The  Crown  had  once  their 
Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries,  their  Court  of 
Star-Chamber,  and  many  other  Powers,  which 
they  claim'd  us  Prerogatives;  all  our  Eftates 
were  once  under  the  Power,  and  dependent  in  a 
great  meafure  upon  the  Pleafure  of  the  Crown  ; 
few  Corporations  in  Britain  could  fay  that  the 
Enjoyment  of  their  Charters  did  not  very  much 
depend  upon  the  Good-liking  of  their  Sove- 
reign :  Yet  with  all  this  Power  no  one  of  them 
could  ever  fubvert  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 
When  the  Crown  is  flripp'd  naked  of  thefQ 
Powers;  when  the  People,  from  the  happy 
Temperament  of  our  Climate,  and  Lenity  of 
our  Government,  have  greatly  increas'd  in  Num- 
ber as  well  as  Riches,  which  certainly  give  real 
Strength  to  the  popular  Side ;  when  inftead  of 
the  flaviih  Doctrines  of  Pafiive  Obedience  and 
Non-refiftance,  which  gave  no  fmall  Authority 
to  the  Crown,  the  contrary  Opinions  prevail, 
thofe  of  rank  Republic anij'm  and  Latitudinari- 
anifm\  when  inftead  of  being  reftrain'd  from 
fpeaking  or  writing  our  Opinions  freely  concern- 
ing Men  in  Power  and  their  Meafures,  every 
little  Smatterer  in  Politicks  has  the  Liberty  of 
cenfuring  and  laughing  at  Policy  infinitely  be- 
yond the  narrow  Circle  of  his  Underftanding, 
and  prating  his  Difaffection  into  all  with  whom 
he  convcrfes :  When  this  is  the  preient  Stare  of 
Englijh?nen,  I  fay,  from  whence  is  the  Danger 
moil  likely  to  arife,  from  the  Crown,  or  from 
the  People', 
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I  am  very  far  from  entertaining  a  contempti- 
ble Opinion  of  the  Abilities  of  thbfeof  my  Coun- 
trymen, who  have  devoted  themfelves  to  Study 
and  Reflection.     But  I  cannot  help  repeating  an 
Obfervation  that  has  oft  been  made  upon  them  ; 
that  few  go  deeper  than  the  Rind  and  Surface  of 
Things  -,  and  this  fuperficial  Knowledge  gene- 
rally produces  an  over-weening  Haughtinefs  of 
Mind,  and  fwelling  Imagination,  that  we  are 
better  able  to  manage  Kingdoms  than  thofe  who 
poffefs  them,  and  that  it  is  an  eafy  Task  to  rule 
thereftlefs  Minds  of  Men.     Thus  idolizing  our 
own  Wit,  making  our  own  Prudence  omnipo- 
tent, and  fuppofing  our  felves  infallible,  we  be- 
gin to  contemn  all  Jurifdiction  and  Power,  think 
every  righteous  Law  a  Reftraint  upon  Liberty, 
and  foon  become  ripe  for  Infurreclions  and  Re- 
bellions.   A  Spirit  of  this  kind  can  never  be  the 
Spirit  of  Liberty;  'tis  that  of  Madnefs  and  Sla- 
very; 'tis  a  Spirit  that  muft  endanger  the  Crown, 
and  thereby  {hake  our  Liberties. 

This  is  the  Spirit  that  our  foreign  as  well  as 
domeftick  Enemies,  in  mod  Ages,  have  conjur'd 
up  to  deftroy  us.    While  we  remain  a  compact, 
harmonious,  and  well-united  People,  we  cannot 
fail  of  being  invincible  to  all  Intrigues  and  Ma- 
chinations for  our  Deftru&ion.  Our  Neighbours 
abroad  therefore,  as  well  as  our  Malecontents  at 
home,  are  ever  ftirring  us  up  to  fatal  Divifions 
and  DiftracYions.    The  Reigns  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, King  James  the  Firjl,  and  King  Charles 
the  Firji,  afford  notable  Inftances  of  this  fort ; 
and  can  we  fuppofe  that  the  fame  Policy  does 
not  prevail  with  them  now  ?  Does  not  the  pre- 
terit 
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fent  notorious  Increafe  ofPapifls,  Jefuits,  Monks, 
and  Friars,  indicate  that  the  fame  Schemes  are 
going  forward,  and  that  Faction  has  fill'd  the 
Nation  with  thefe  contagious  Vermin,  and  given 
lively  Hopes  to  the  Jacobitical  Caufe  ?  What 
means  otherwife  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  Popijh 
Hierarchy,  and  to  what  Purpofes  can  immenfe 
Sums  be  remitted  from  the  Apoftolick  Cham- 
ber? Are  they  not  to  corrupt  Engliflomen  to  their 
everlafting  Ruin  and  Slavery  ?  Are  they  not  to 
fquander  amidft  the  Britijh  Electors,  that  the 
Parliament  may  be  fill'd  with  Jacobites  and  Re- 
publicans? Do  we  not  behold  Jacobites  in  many 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  who  {land  Candidates  to 
reprefent  the  People  in  the  enfuing  Election  ? 
Nay,  don't  we  find  a  remarkable  one,  one  who 
prides  himfelf  in  the  deteftable  Caufe,  offer  him- 
felf  a  Candidate  for  our  very  Metropolis  ?  'Tis 
certain  that  whole  Cities,  like  Individuals,  may 
be  delirious;  and  how  can  we  think  other- 
wife  of  thofe  mifguided  People,  who  join  in  Ac- 
clamations to  the  Honour  of  thofe  Men,  who 
are  remarkable  for  their  Deteftation  of  Liberty, 
and  afpire  at  tyranny  and  OppreJJion  under  its 
captivating  Banner  ? 

'Tis  not  all  the  fine-fpun  GlofTes  and  Falfe- 

colourings  of  a  B ke  or  a  P y>  that  will 

fmother  and  diffipate  Facts,  though  they  may 
varnifh  over  either  Side  of  a  difputable  Point  of 
Policy,  and  deceive  thofe  ignorant  of  the  Sub- 
tilties  of  Sophiftry  and  falfe  Reafoning.  Men 
who  would  have  the  Pope  and  the  Pretender 
reign,  are  always  follicitons  to  conceal  their  real 
Strength.  But  if  fetting  Fire  to  Meeting- Hou- 
C  2  fes 
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fes  at  one  Place,  proclaiming  the  Pretender  at 
another ;  if  treating  the  Memory  of  our  renown- 
ed and  immortal  Deliverer  King  William,  by 
terming  his  Statue  a  Nufance  to  a  certain  Great 
City,  be  not  the  higheft  Contempt  and  Indigni- 
ty offer'd  to  the  Revolution  :  If  thefe,  I  fay,  are 
no:  Signs  of  the  Decay  oiWhiggijm,  and  of  the 
Prevalency  of  Jaccbitifmy\  know  not  what  Signs 
can  difplay  it.  'lis  not  a  frothy  Panegyrick, 
jiift  antecedent  to  an  Election,  upon  the  Revo- 
lution, and  that  Prince,  who  vifibly  inherits  all 
the  great  Virtues  and  Endowments  of  his  royal 
Anceftors,  that  will  wipe  off  the  Charge  of  Ja- 
cobitijm  from  the  Libellers  of  our  prefent  Mo- 
narchy: Thefe  low  Stratagems,  we  know,  will 
do  with  Mobs,  Boors  and  Rufticks,  but  with 
none  elfe.  Was  not  the  ancient  Conftitution  of 
England  Popery  and  Slavery  ?  And  do  not  our 
prefent  felf-chriften'd  Patriots  daily  plead  for 
the  fame  Conftitution,  and  throw  out  their 
Satyr,  Rancour  and  Acrimony  againft  our  mo- 
dern Conftitution;  that  is,  againft  the  Confti- 
tution which  owes  its  Birth  to  the  Revolution, 
and  its  Prefervation  to  the  prefent  illuftrious 
Family  on  the  Throne?  Do  not  Fog's  Journal, 
a  notorious  Jacobite  Libel,  writ  by  a  Jefuit,  Pen- 
fioner  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  and  the  Craftf- 
man  harmonize,  and  act  in  Concert  againft  the 
prefent  Eftablifhment  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  well 
known  that  the  fame  Hand  has  appea/d  in  both 
Papers  \  and  would  not  the  univerfally  allow'd 
Jacobite  be  thought  as  zealous  a  Contender  for 
Liberty  as  the  maik'd  Whig?  If  ever  Englifhmen 
will  learn,  they  may  now,  that  the  Patrons  of 
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Slavery  will  have  the  Effrontery  to  call  them- 
felves  Advocates  for  Liberty  ! 

Some  there  are,  I  know,  who  will  not  eafily 
be  brought  to  believe,  that  the  Patrons  of  the 
Craftman  are  Jacobites  in  Difguife  :  But  if  they 
give  themfelves  the  Liberty  of  a  very  little  cool 
Confederation,  they  will  find,  that  the  Confede- 
racy of  a  Rebel  to  Proteftantifm,  and  an  old  Whig 
turn'd  Republican^  is  a  Union  only  calculated  the 
better  to  deceive  :  For  as  they  well  knew  at  the 
Commencement  of  their  Writings,  that  the  quiet 
and  rational  Spirit  of  Liberty  had  feiz'd  the 
Hearts  of  Britons^  and  was  cheriuYd  by  the  pre- 
fent  Royal  Family,  as  knowing  it  to  be  the  great 
Safeguard  and  Security  to  the  Crown ;  fo  our 
Libellers  wifely  judg'd,  that  nothing  could  bring 
us  back  to  Slavery,  but  indulging  us  in  too  great 
and  licentious  a  Liberty.  The  Roar  has  taken. 
Many  are  for  fetting  no  Bounds  to  Liberty,  ma- 
ny for  extending  it  even  beyond  the  Laws  of 
Right  and  Wrong.  But  if  Reftraints  upon  Fraud 
and  Corruption  ceafe,  then  does  the  Government 
vifibly  advance  towards  a  DhToiution,  and  in 
Time  the  People  mult  become  a  confufed  Mul- 
titude, without  Order  or  Connection.  Where 
the  Humour  of  a  Nation  runs  counter  to  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Juftice,  fets  itfelf  in  Oppofition 
to  fuch  Laws  as  tend  to  keep  all  Subjects  upon 
an  Equality,  or  is  averfe  to  all  Power  and  Au- 
thority to  direcl  the  Force,  or  provide  for  the 
Exigencies  of  the  Government,  there  certainly 
is  no  Government  left :  For  where  the  Body  of 
the  People  will  not  lubmit  to  the  due  Execution 
of  all  Laws  for  the  Extirpation  of  Roguerv,  it  is 
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all  one  as  if  there  were  no  Laws  in  Being ;  and  a 
Government  without  Laws  is  a  myftical  Maxim 
in  Politicks. 

Reftraint  from  III  is  Freedom  to  the  Wife, 

But  Englifhmen  do  all  Reftraint  defpife.    Defoe. 

In  fuch  a  State  of  Licenfe  thefe  Gentlemen 
plead  for,  we  muft  firft  become  Slaves  to  one 
another,  and  have  our  Chains  rivetted  either  by 
fome  ufurping  domeftick  Tyrant,  or  fome  foreign 
defpotick  Power.  To  fuch  a  State  abfolute  Mo- 
narchy is  preferable.  For  where  the  People  are 
fuccefbful  againft  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  we 
prefently  fee  as  many  Tyrants  ftart  up,  as  there 
are  Heads  and  Leaders  of  the  Multitude.  The 
arbitrary  Power  of  many  Tyrants  is  much  more 
intolerable  than  that  of  a  fingle  Perfon.  Death 
foon  puts  an  End  to  the  Ufurpations  of  a  fingle 
Tyrant,  or  his  Lulls  and  Paffions  may  be  eafily 
allay 'd,  or  extinguifh'd  by  Satiety.  But  the 
Tyranny  and  Licentioufnefs  of  a  Multitude  are 
infatiable,  and  their  Infolence  increafes  by  being 
indulg'd.  Who  then  are  the  greateft  Friends  to 
Britain,  thofe  who  are  for  the  Eftablimment  of 
fuch  Laws,  and  the  Prefervation  of  fuch  Polity, 
as  afford  the  Subject  fo  much  Liberty  only,  as 
will  preferve  him  in  the  Security  of  his  Proper- 
ty j  or  thofe,  who  under  Pretence  of  Love  to 
their  Country,  are  for  introducing  fuch  a  De- 
luge of  Liberty,  as  muft  fweep  away  all  Pro- 
perty ? 

Republicanifm  is  indeed  a  Degree  better  than 
a  State  of  Licenfe  ;  but  few  of  thofe  States  have 
ever  continued  long  under  the  Fruition  of  Li- 
berty 
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berty  in  its  happy  Extent.  Their  Governments 
foon  run  into  various  and  conflicting  Channels, 
are  always  liable  to  great  Convulfions  and  Re- 
volutions. Their  Minijlers  foon  make  their 
Power  hereditary  \  the  Subjects,  overcautious  of 
being  govern'd  by  one  arbitrary  Prince,  become 
Subjects  to  many  arbitrary  Majiers. 

As  Anarchy  begins  with  a  Number  of  Ty- 
rants, fo  does  it  end  with  the  Tyranny  of  one  ; 
for,  in  fuch  a  State,  the  meaner  Sort  of  People 
being  opprefs'd  by  the  Richer  and  more  Power- 
ful, naturally  throw  the  Reins  of  Government 
into  the  Hands  of  fome  one  Man  of  fupcrior 
Credit,  Valour  and  Ability  among  them,  fub- 
mit  all  to  his  Will,  eagerly  ruming  from  one 
Extreme  to  another,  and  delighted  to  behold 
their  OpprefTors  reduced  to  a  Level  with  them- 
felves,  and  under  the  Dominion  of  the  fame 
Tyrant.  Whence  Men  come  to  find  by  Expe- 
rience, that  unbounded  Liberty  has  more  dread- 
ful Effects  upon  Society  than  the  rankeft  abfo- 
lute  Tyranny.  We  may  therefore  very  reafona- 
bly  prefume,  that  the  real  Scheme  of  our  mo- 
dern Liberty-Champions  is  totally  to  deftroy  the 
Power  of  the  Crown,  and  fubftitute  fifft  iome 
wila  Republican  Sche?ney  which  may  naturally- 
degenerate  into  Confufion,  and  then  will  the 
Way  be  effectually  pav'd  for  the  eafy  Introdu- 
ction of  a  tyrannical  Pretender, 

This  Clue  unravels  the  Myftery,  gives  the 
natural  Eclair cijfement  upon  what  Motives  a 
certain  Confident  of  the  Pope  and  the  Pretender^ 
as  remarkable  for  Treachery  and  Ingratitude  as 
for  Parts  and  Capacity,  fhould  enter  into  feem- 
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jngly  the  ft  rifted  Amity  and  Alliance  with  m 
inveterate  Republican.  The  Veil  is  now  taken 
off,  and  the  mighty  Republican  appears  to  be  no 
more  than  a  Tool  to  the  crafty  Jacobite,  who  in 
Conjuction  have  proftituted  the  Word  Liberty, 
as  that  of  the  Church  was  to  compafs  the  fame 
deteftable  Defkns. 

o 

That  thefe  Gentlemen  are  really  for  trying  Ex- 
periments upon  the  Conjlitution,  and  indeed  cut- 
ting it  up  by  the  Roots,  I  think,  muft  appear  to 
every  candid  and  unprejudie'd  Man.  Had  that 
Series  of  Policy,  which  they  have  advane'd, 
and  fo  pathetically  enfore'd,  been  regarded  by 
the  Majority  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
Liberty  could  no  longer  have  fubfifted  among 
us.  For  every  Fortification  and  Barrier  to  King- 
ly Power  was  propos'd  to  have  been  levell'd  and 
deftroy'd.  The  Riot  A  dr.  was  to  have  been  a- 
boliih'd,  to  encourage  Mobs  and  Tumults,  the 
eafier  to  enflame  one  Party  againft  another,  that 
at  lair,  the  People  may  become  fo  well  form'd 
and  difciplin'd  to  Insurrection  and  Rebellion, 
that  upon  the  leaft  factious  and  groundlefs  Alarm 
they  may  rufh  in  upon  the  Crown,  and  at  once 
fap  the  Foundation  of  our  Government.  By 
the  Spirit  that  has  appear'd,  during  the  Force 
of  that  falutary  Law,  it  is  very  natural  to  con- 
jecture what  Fatality  we  mould  have  fuffer'd  had 
it  been  abrogated.  Not  only  would  the  Free- 
dom of  Parliaments  have  been  abfolutely  de- 
ftroy'd, and  the  End  of  aflembling  totally  defeat- 
ed, but  every  temporary  Enthufiafm,  and  popular 
Infatuation,  would  occafion  Affaffinations  of  our 

Rcpre- 

3 


[  25  ] 

Reprefentatives,  and  have  fuddenly  involved  the 
whole  State  in  Blood  and  Confufion.  It  is  not, 
as  Mr.  Locke  has  long  fmce  obferv'd,  "  a  certain 
<£  Number  of  Men,  no,  nor  their  Meeting, 
"  unlefs  they  have  alfo  Freedom  of  debating, 
"  and  Leifure  of  perfecting  what  is  for  the 
"  Good  of  the  Society,  wherein  the  Legiflative 
u  confifts;  when  thefe  are  taken  away  or  al- 
C£  ter'd,  fo  as  to  deprive  the  Society  of  the  due 
"  Exercife  of  their  Power,  the  Legiflative  is 
"  truly  alter'd.  For  it  is  not  Names  that  con- 
cc  ftitute  Governments,  but  the  Ufe  and  Exer- 
"  ciie  of  thofe  Powers,  that  were  intended  to 
c<  accompany  them;  fo  that  he  who  takes  away 
"  the  Freedom,  or  hinders  the  acting  of  the 
"  Legiflative  in  its  due  Seafons,  in  Effect  takes 
"  away  the  Legiflative,  and  puts  an  End  to  the 
"  Government." 

We  well  remember  what  Tumults  and  Sedi- 
tions againft  the  prefent  Eftablifhment  gave  Birth 
to  that  wife  and  necefiary  Law ;  and  while  the 
People  of  England  will  give  Encouragement  to 
general  Accufations  and  defamatory  Libels  a- 
gainft  Miniflers,  unfupported  by  Facts  and  E- 
vidence  ;  and  while  we  have  fuch  Multitude  of 
mutinous  and  difaffected  Parties  in  the  Nation, 
as  Republicans,  Jacobites,  and  Papijls,  it  is  great- 
ly to  be  hop'd,  that  we  fhall  never  have  a  Par- 
liament, which  will  leave  fo  good  and  gracious 
a  Sovereign,  as  we  now  have  upon  the  Throne, 
who  ileddily  and  inviolably  makes  the  Laws  of 
the  Land  the  Standard  of  his  princely  Conduct, 
liable  to  the  Infults  and  Ravages  of  ungoverna- 
ble Mobs,  and  Republican  Dejperadoes. 

D  Though 
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Though  thefe  fuperiative  Patriots  laugh  at 
the  Tyranny  of  the  Commons,  and  civil  Diffra- 
ctions, and  the  Balance  of  Power  being  on  the 
Side  of  the  People,  which  they  know  have  de- 
ftroy'd  the  moft  celebrated  States  in  all  Story  -y 
yet  they  would  have  us  believe  they  are  very 
timorous  of  military  Tyranny.  They  have 
wrote  Volumes  againft  a  Standing  Army,  when 
there  has  been  no  fuch  thing  in  Being  in  Britain. 
An  Army  kept  up  from  Year  to  Year,  at  the 
Pleafure  of  Parliament,  is  an  Army  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  not  an  Army  of  the  Prince  independent 
of  them,  which  alone  conilitutes  a  Standing 
Army.  Though  the  Royal  Virtues  of  our 
Prince,  was  it  not  his  Right  by  the  Conftitution, 
would  recommend  him  to  the  Command  of  the 
Army  5  yet  it  can  never  be  poffible,  while  there 
is  this  prefer vative,  parliamentary  Caution  in 
our  Conftitution,  that  any  Succertbr,  mould  he 
undefervedly  be  indulg'd  with  fuch  an  Army, 
could  fo  model  it,  within  the  Year,  that  the 
Power  given  up  for  the  Safeguard  of  the  People, 
as  well  as  the  Crown,  fhould  be  converted  to 
deftroy  the  former. 

But  here  I  may  leave  this  Argument,  fince 
we  have  now  Conviction  that  the  Fears  and 
Terrors  of  a  military  Power  under  fuch  Re- 
ftrictions  are  not  real,  but  counterfeit  and  dif- 
fembled.  For  thefe  very  righteous  Gentlemen  are 
fo  far  from  being  apprehenfive  of  any  Danger 
arifing  from  thofe  Forces,  which  the  Parliament 
in  their  Wifdom  have  judg'd  necefiary  to  be 
kept  up,  that  they  have  propos'd  a  Project. 
which  mud  have  inevitably  terminated  in  a  mi- 
5  litary 


litary  Tyranny.  The  Defign  was  nothing  lefs 
than  to  prevent  the  Officers,  not  above  the  Rank 
of  Colonels  of  Regiments,  of  fuch  Land-Fore  a 
as  (hall  at  any  time  be  allow'd  by  Authority  of 
Parliament,  from  being  depriv'd  of  their  Com- 
miffions  otherwife  than  by  Judgment  of  a  Court- 
Martial,  to  be  held  for  that  Purpofe.  Thus 
have  they  attempted  to  fubvert  the  Royal  Build- 
ing, and  trench  upon  the  Privileges  of  the 
Crown;  upon  thofe  Privileges,  which  from 
Time  immemorial  have  been  infeparably  an- 
nex* d  to  the  regal  Power. 

Without  any  great  Reflection  upon  this  extra- 
ordinary Project,  it  at  firfl  View  reprefents  to 
us  the  ere<5ting  of  a  fourth  Power  in  the  Confti- 
tution,  deftructive  of  the  other  three :  For  this 
Military  Scheme  to  abridge  the  Power  of  the 
Crown,  and  lop  off  this  important  Branch  of  its 
Prerogative,  was  not  to  add  to  the  Power  of  the 
People,  but  to  transfer  it  to  the  Officers  them- 
felves,  and  lodge  it  folely  in  the  Army,  inde- 
pendent of  both  Prince  and  People.     Whether 
this  would  not  be  the  boldeft  Attempt  that  ever 
was  made  in  England,  to  make  the  whole  Civil 
Power  dependent  upon  and  fubfervient  to  a  mi- 
litary Synod,  is  left  to  every  confiderate  Englijlo- 
man  to  determine.     It  would  be  no  Difficulty 
then  for  the  Pope  to  corrupt  the  great  Officers 
of  the  Army,  and  fix  his  Favourite  and  Depen- 
dant upon  the  Britijlo  Throne ;  and  this  doubt- 
lefs  was  the  Defign  of  their  admirable  Project. 
This  Scheme,  big  with  Horror  and  Confuiion, 
ought  to  raife  the  Refentment  and  Indignation 
of  every  Briton,  and  convince  'eriij  beyond  all 
D  2  Poffibi- 
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Poffibility  of  Doubt,  that  the  Oppofition  is  an 
Oppofition  to  the  prefent  Royal EJlablifiment  and 
Conjiitution,  and  not  merely  an  Oppofition  to 
the  Conduct  and  Perfons  of  the  Minijlry.  Such 
of  my  Countrymen,  who  may  defire  to  fee  this 
deteftable  Project  difplay'd  in  its  true  Colours, 
I  would  refer  to  the  Perufal  of  a  Piece  lately 
made  publick*,  expreily  written  upon  this  Sub- 
ject, to  which  nothing  can  be  added. 

Thefe  Innovators  feem  to  be  very  pregnant 
with  Projects,  and  Time  doubtlefs  will  vent 
them  in  a  parliamentary  way.  What  can  be  the 
Aim  of  thefe  active  Gentlemen,  in  fo  readily 
taking  every  flight  Occafion  to  difcredit  all  the 
great  Companies  of  the  Nation  ?  Is  it  not  with  a 
View  to  deftroy  them?  Oppofition  to  exclujive 
Companies,  as  being  Monopolies,  and  the  Power 
they  would  have  us  believe  they  give  the  Crown 
from  the  Officers  concern'd  in  them,  are  the 
Blinds  to  fcreen  them  from  Sufpicion  of  having 
a  Defign  to  ruin  all  the  Creditors  of  the  Nation, 
to  give  a  Shock  to  publick  national  Credit  and 
parliamentary  Faith.  Before  they  entertained 
Thoughts  of  the  DifTolution  of  our  Funds,  I 
think  they  would  have  fhew'd  their  Patriotifm 
more,  if  they  had  firft  ftruck  out  fome  notable 
Scheme  for  the  immediate  Payment  of  our  na- 
tional Debts,  But  they  feem  more  fond  of  a 
Spunge;  'tis  enough  for  them  to  cenfure  and 
condemn  every  thing  that  has  been,  or  fliall  be 
propos'd;  and  indeed  they  appear  to  have  fupe- 
rior  Talents  at  finding  Fault  than  at  mending. 
The  national  Debts  have  been  a  cardinal  To- 
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pick  of  Clamour,  tho'  they  themfelves  are  the 
only  Men  living  who  have  labour'd  to  increafe 
them.     Have  they  not  taken  every 'Opportunity 
in  their  Power  to  obftruct  and  prolong  our  fo- 
reign Negotiations?    Have  they  not  given  our 
Enemies  every  Advantage  in  treating  with  us,  by 
communicating  all  the  Wants  and  NeceJ/ities  of 
our  State,  and  laying  open  and  expoiing  Things, 
which,  ifconceal'd,  would  have  prevented  De- 
lays, Expences,  and  domejiick  Mttrmuringsl  And 
have  they  not  done  this  purpofely  and  defign- 
edly,  that  they  might  from  thence  take  Occa- 
fion  to  complain  of  thofe  very  Delays  and  Ex- 
pences  which  they  themfelves  made  neceflary  ? 
They  well  know,  tho'  the  national  Debt  is  a  real 
Burthen  in  one  Senfe,  it  is  neverthelefs  an  ad- 
ventitious Security  and  Protection  to  our  Liber- 
ties and    our  Ejlablijhment  in   another.      The 
Danger  that  Officers  and  Tax-gatherers  are  faid 
to  be  of  to  our  Liberties,  is  a  popular  and  plau- 
fible  way  of  talking,  but  is  very  far  from  car- 
rying that  Weight  with  it,  that  fome  are  pleas'd 
roundly  and  dogmatically  to  affirm.  For  ihould 
the  Crown  ever  ufurp  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, the  Creditors  of  the  Government  mud  lofe 
their  rightful  Properties.     Do  not  the  Proprie- 
tors therefore  of  the  Funds  lie  under  the  ftrong- 
eft  Ties  and  Motives  of  Intereft  and  Self-prefer- 
vaiion,  vigoroufly  to  oppofe  fuch  a  Prince,  and 
maintain  the  jufl  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  the 
Power  and  Authority  of  Parliaments  ?  Will  any 
Man  fay  that  the  whole  Body  of  Proprietors  are 
not  a  far  greater  Support  to  Liberty,  than  a  few 
Officers  employ'd  only  to  gather  their  annual 
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Rents,  can  be  of  Prejudice  ?  Was  not  the  Re- 
ft nation  fecur'd  by  veiling  the  Abby-Lands  in 
Lay- Hands,  and  thereby  making  it  for  the  per- 
fonal  lntereft  of  the  Troprietors  to  oppofe  To- 
pery  and  arbitrary  Power  ?  And  are  not  the  Pro- 
prietors  of  the  Government  Debts  under  as 
powerful  and  felf-interefted  Engagements  to 
preferve  Liberty,  and  oppofe  any  regal  En- 
croachments, when  any  fuch  Attempts  fhall  be 
made,  as  the  Holders  of  Ahby-La?ids  were  to 
fence  againft  Popery?  It  muft  appear  very  plain 
therefore  to  every  Man,  who  has  Virtue  and 
Strength  of  Reafon  fufficient  to  withftand  popu- 
lar Pre-occupations  and  unreafonable  Prejudices, 
that  all  the  Officers  concerned  in  the  gathering 
and  collecting  of  the  lntereft  of  our  Debts,  by 
way  of  Tax,  cannot  poffibly  give  any  thing  near 
fuch  a  Proportion  of  real  Strength  to  the  Crown, 
as  the  Debts  themfelves  do  real  Strength  to  Li- 
berty. What  can  be  meant  then  by  their  eternal 
Invectives  againft  Officers,  and  their  long  Cata- 
logue of  falfe  Alarms  upon  that  Head,  but  fo  to 
poifon  and  debauch  the  Minds  of  the  People 
with  falfe  Notions  of  Liberty,  to  make  the  Bur- 
den of  Affairs  too  heavy  a  Weight  on  the  Shoul- 
ders of  the  Adminiftration? 

Was  it  confident  with  the  Scope  of  this  De- 
fign,  I  might  fhew  of  what  great  Benefit  our 
lands  are  to  Trade  in  general,  what  Advantages 
they  give  the  Merchant  by  difcounting  foreign 
Bills  of  Exchange,  Inland  Bills,  and  Notes,  &c. 
which  enable  him  to  extend  his  Trade  at  very 
eafy  lntereft,  and  to  reap  no  inconfiderable  Be- 
nefits from  the  Courfes  of  Exchange.    The  many 
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Millions  that  are  employ'd  in  Trade  upon  this 
Parliamentary  Security,  which  otherwise  would 
be  thrown  out  of  that  Channel,  is  a  Confidera- 
tion  worthy  our  Regard.    Nor  is  this  great  Cir- 
culation of  Credit,  by  a  new  kind  of  Specie,  on- 
ly of  ufe  to  Trade,  but  is  the  grand  Support  of 
publick  Credit,  fupplies  the  Neceffities  of  the 
Government  from  Year  to  Year  with  large  Sums 
of  Money  at  fo  low  an  Intereft  as  3  per  Cent,  by 
which  means  an  infupportable  Load  of  Taxes 
is  prevented,  and  our  national  Debt  thereby  ren- 
der'd  light  and  tolerable.     By  Men  who  always 
throw  their  Eyes  upon  the  dark  and  gloomy  Side 
of  the  Nation,  we  are  reprefented  in  a  moft  me- 
lancholy and  deplorable  State:  Debts  and  Taxes 
is  their  Cry,  fleeping  and  waking :  But  let  thefe 
Men  remember,  that  the  Enemies  of  our  Coun- 
try only,  I  mean  foreign  as  well  as  domeftick 
Enemies,  had  much  rather  have  us  out  of  Debt, 
and  their  Idol  the  Pretender  on  the  Throne  of 
Britain,  than  to  fee  us  in  Debt,  and  he  ftill  no 
better  than  a  poor  Penjioner  to  the  See  of  Rome. 
Our  Debts,  all  Europe  knows,   have  preferv'd 
our  Liberties  -,  and  if  they  cannot  be  preferv'd 
without  them,  may  we  ever  be  in  Debt!  The 
Intereft  of  our  national  Debts,  one  Part  of  our 
Taxes,    is  render'd  fo  light  and  eafy,  and  the 
Funds  eftablifli'd  for  the  Payment  of  'them  have 
fo  many  infeparable  Advantages  attending  them, 
that  unlefs  Malecontents  perpetually  runo-  this  A- 
larm  in  our  Ears,  we  mould  get  rid  of  our  Debts 
without  feeling  that  we  had  ever  been  in  Debt. 
The  Inhabitants  of  Conjlantinopk  fuffer'd  their 
City  to  be  loft,  for  want  of  contributing  in  time 
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for  its  Defence ;  and  pleaded  Poverty  to  their 
generous  Emperor,  when  he  went  in  his  own 
Perfon  from  Houfe  to  Houfe  to  perfuade  them : 
And  yet  when  the  Turks  took  it,  the  prodigious 
immenfe  Wealth  they  found  in  it  created  Won- 
der and  Aftonifhment  at  the  fordid  Temper  of 
the  Citizens.  I  wifh  we  may  not  have  fome  fuch 
fordid  Citizens  amongft  us  in  our  Days,  who, 
rather  than  chearfully  contribute  to  the  neceffa- 
ry  Support  of  the  Kingdom,  would  bind  them- 
felves  and  their  Pofterity  Slaves  to  a  Popijh  Pre- 
tender, under  whofe  Government  their  whole 
Properties  would  be  little  enough  for  Taxes,  and 
the  Payment  of  his  immenfe  Debts. 

The  Ge?itlemen  who  take  fo  much  Pains  to 
difaffect  the  Minds  of  the  People  to  his  Majejifs 
Perfon  and  Government,  by  fearing  them  with 
imaginary  Dangers  arifing  from  thofe  Debts  of 
the  Nation,  all  contracted  before  his  Majefty's 
AccefTion,  or  that  of  his  Royal  Father,  have  yet 
never  propos'd  any  Scheme  to  pay  them.  The 
Scheme  they  intend  is  however  vifible.  Their 
Policy  is  for  having  no  Taxes  what  foe  ver.  Now 
there  are  no  Meafures  can  be  effectual  to  this 
End,  but  by  paying  off  the  national  Debt ;  nor 
is  there  any  way  to  accompliih  that,  but  either 
by  railing  at  once  fome  very  great  and  extraor- 
dinary temporary  Taxes,  or  by  giving  the  Pof- 
fefhon  of  the  Crown  to  one  who  by  his  Princi- 
ples will  claim  a  Right  to  ail  the  Abby-Lands. 
This  latter  Project  will  immediately  difcharge 
the  national  Debt,  and  furniih  their  Popijh  Mo- 
narch  with  an  Overplus  fufficient  to  iupport  an 
abfolute  Tyranny.     As  they  contend  therefore 
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for  having  no  Taxes,  nor  are  for  railing  any  thing 
for  the  Payment  of  our  Debts ;  and  fince  that 
can  never  be  obtain  d  without  introducing  a  Po- 
pi/h  Pretender,  and  (tripping  our  Landholders  of 
all  thofe  Poffeflions  anciently  enjoy'd  by  the  Ro- 
mijh  Clergy,  we  mud  naturally  conclude  this  is 
the  State  to  which  thefe  Patriots  would  reduce 
us.  Are  not  thefe  very  Men,  who  make  them- 
felves  popular  by  railing  at  Debts  and  Taxes,  the 
Men  who  diftrefs'd  our  great  Deliverer  King 
William  ?  Are  not  they  who  fo  loudly  clamour 
againft  Debts,  the  very  Men  that  run  us  into 
Debt? 

And  now  let  every  impartial  Englijhman  com- 
pare the  various  Schemes  and  Projects  of  the 
Gentlemen  out  of  Power,  with  that  excellent 
Form  of  Government  we  enjoy,  and  that  ftea- 
dy,  uniform,  and  wife  Conduct  that  the  Mini- 
flry  have  fo  facredly  purfued;  and  then  let  him 
determine  who  are  the  grand  Pillars  and  Support 
of  the  Conjlitution,  who  the  Prefervers  of  Loy- 
alty and  Liberty,  and  who  the  Dejlroyers  of  both. 
Let  him  judge  whether  th$y  who  are  for  fup- 
preffing  riotous  Mobs  and  Tumults  in  fuch  a 
free  State,  or  they  who  are  for  encouraging  of 
them  y  whether  they  who  are  for  keeping  up  a 
moderate  Number  of  Forces  under  Parliamen- 
tary Reftriclion  and  Authority,  or  they  who  are 
for  the  Eftabliihment  of  a  military  Power  to 
deftroy  both  our  religious  and  civil  Liberties, 
are  fit  Perfons  to  reprefent  the  People  of  E?ig- 
landi  Let  him  judge,  I  fay,  whether  they  who 
are  for  the  Maintenance  and  Support  of  our 
eftabliuYd  Funds,  duly  and  honourably  to  dis- 
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charge  the  national  Debt,  and  render  to  the 
Creditors  of  the  Nation  their  legal  Properties ; 
or  they  who  are  for  deftroying  our  great  Com- 
panies, ftriking  at  the  very  Foundation  of  pub- 
lick  Credit,  and  reducing  to  Want  and  Begga- 
ry thoufands  of  Widows  and  Orphans,  are  Men 
worthy  to  be  trufted  with  the  Power  of  making 
Laws.  Does  Patriotifm  confift  in  railing  Dis- 
contents, Sedition,  and  Civil  Wars  in  the  State 
about  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  ?  Can  a  State 
be  upheld  and  fuftain'd  without  them  ?  Is  it  Pa- 
triotifm to  recommend  a  Difcharge  of  all  the 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  to  leave  it  quite  de- 
ft itute  of  all  Power  and  Authority  to  enforce 
Obedience  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land  -y  to  fubject 
our  Monarch  to  the  Infults  of  tumultuous  and 
diforderly  Perfonsj  to  preach  up  the  Power  of 
the  Commons  to  fuch  a  Pitch,  that  they  may 
afTume  to  fwallow  all  the  Rights  and  Preroga- 
tives of  the  Crown,  the  Liberties  and  Lands  of 
the  Church,  the  Power  and  Jurifdiclion  of  the 
Peers  s  in  a  word,  that  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land may  be  excited  and  encouraged  to  deftroy 
the  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties  of  England, 
in  the  bottomlefs  and  infatiable  Gulph  of  their 
own  Rights  and  Privileges  -,  and  all  this  under 
the  fpecious  Name  of  Liberty  ? 

As  the  whole  String  of  Projects  of  thefe  In- 
cendiaries is  big  with  Slavery  and  Deftrudtion  > 
fo  it  is  happy  for  Britain  that  the  Majority  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  have  clearly  feen 
thro'  their  Drift  and  Iniquity,  and  therefore 
fteadily  and  refolutely  oppofed  them.  But  with 
what  Infolence  and  Petulancy,  what  Obloquy 
*  and 
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and  Scurrility,  have  thefe  ever- memorable  Wor- 
thies been  treated  for  their  inviolable  Adherence 
and  glorious  Attachment  to  the  Britijh  Confti- 
tution  ?  Have  they  not  been  fet  forth  as  brib'd, 
penfion'd,  and  corrupted;  reprefented  as  Crea- 
tures of  Power,  Court-Tools,  and  Proftitutes, 
with  all  other  odious  Characters  that  Rage  and 
Malice  could  fuggeft  ?  What  Colour  of  Reafon 
have  they  for  thus  arraigning  the  Conduct  of 
thefe  Gentlemen?  Truly  they  have  fhew'd  them- 
felves  fuch  hearty  Friends  to  the  Conftitution, 
that  his  Majefiy,  in  his  great  Wifdom,  has  judg'd 
it  a  greater  Security  to  his  People,  as  well  as  his 
Crown,  to  beftow  Places  of  Diftindtion,  Ho- 
nour, and  Profit  on  feveral  of  thefe  tried  and  ex- 
perienc'd  Friends  to  Liberty,  to  keep  the  Pa- 
trons of  Factions  and  Innovation  out  of  them. 

As  thefe  Gentlemen  have  not  only  been  ftig- 
matiz'd  for  accepting,  but  his  Majejly  infulted 
for  beftowing  Royal  Favours  upon  fome  of  them, 
I  fliall  humbly  attempt  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Par- 
liament and  Mintflry  in  this  important  Point, 
and  take  off  that  unparalleled  Odium  that  has 
been  invidioufly  caft  upon  Majejly  itfelf. 

If  the  Laws  of  the  Land  are  to  be  executed, 
the  fupreme  Magiftratc,  in  whom  the  executive 
Power  is  veiled,  muft  delegate  fubordinate  Of- 
ficers for  that  purpofe.  The  Queftion  then  will 
be,  whether  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament 
may,  with  Security  to  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, accept  of  any  of  thofe  Offices  under  the 
Crown,  with  the  Concurrence  and  Approbation 
of  their  Electors,  as  our  Conftitution  requires. 
I  think  they  fafely  may,  and  therefore  are  very 
E  2  much 
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much  injured  when  they  are  traduced  and  revil'd 
as  corrupt  Tools  and  Creatures  of  Power;  and 
I  found  my  Judgment  upon  what  follows. 

There  is  no  Circumftance  in  Life  but  Men 
have  a  private  perfonal  Intereft  in,  diftinct  and 
feparate  from  that  of  the  Publick;  and  every 
Man  is  more  or  lefs  a  Friend  to  his  Country,  as 
he  keeps  a  due  Balance  and  Medium  between 
thofe  oppofite  and  repugnant  Principles.  For, 
he  who  gives  up  all  to  thePublick  at  once,  there- 
by injures  the  Publick,  becaufe  he  renders  him- 
felf  unable  to  be  of  future  Service  to  it :  where- 
as the  political,  like  the  natural  Body,  requires 
conftant  Supplies.  He  who,  on  the  other 
hand,  contributes  Nothing  to  the  Benefit  of  the 
Publick  is  no  Friend  to  it.  Both  Extremes  are 
injurious  to  the  Community,  the  Mean  only 
eligible.  Why  then  are  not  Gentlemen*  who 
have  a  Share  in  the  Legiflative,  as  likely  to  re- 
gard the  Mean,  when  they  %.&  fubordinately  in 
the  executive  Power,  as  others,  who  have  no 
Part  in  the  Legiflative  ? 

In  limited  Monarchies,  as  that  of  England* 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Conftitution  depends 
upon  keeping  Sight  of  the  juft  Line  between 
the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Liber- 
ties of  the  People.  Now,  as  it  is  a  vifible,  and 
an  indifputable  Principle  in  Nature,  not  belong- 
ing to  Individuals  only,  but  to  all  great  Societies 
and  Communities,  to  extend  and  enlarge  their 
Privileges  by  fuch  natural  Means  as  offer  them- 
felves  in  the  various  Revolutions  incident  to  their 
Progreflion,  the  Prerogative  of  the  Prince  and 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  will  draw  different 
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ways,  the  collective  Body  of  the  People  will  be 
aiming  at  more  Liberty  than  is  confident  with 
the  Security  of  their  Property,  as  the  Crown 
will  for  a  more  extenfive  Prerogative. 

The  Crown  however  being  Individual,  and 
having  no  Power  but  what  the  People  for  their 
own  Security  have  given  up,  if  the  whole  Body 
of  the  People  oppofe  the  Rights  of  the  fupreme 
Magiftrate,  he  muft  yield  to  fuperior  Strength, 
and  part  from  his  legal  Rights  and  Immunities 
whereby  he  governs.  The  Crown  having  only 
the  executive  Power,  and  the  Difpofition  of 
thofe  Offices,  which  are  neceffary  for  the  Pre- 
fervation,  good  Order  and  Defence  of  the  State 
(which  bear  no  greater  Proportion  to  the  Body 
of  the  People,  than  the  Number  of  Officers  of 
any  fubordinate  Society  do  to  its  Conftituent 
Members  5  no  more  than  the  Officers  or  Magi- 
ftrates  of  a  City  do  to  the  Body  of  Citizens.)  As 
this,  I  fay,  is  the  State  of  the  Crown,  when  the^ 
People  are  blown  up  and  intoxicated  to  extend 
their  Power  beyond  its  juft  Boundaries  (as  will 
frequently  be  the  Cafe  in  a  free  and  popular 
State,  where  Incendiaries  abound)  the  Crown 
muft  yield  to  fuperior  Strength.  The  due  Ba- 
lance therefore  between  Prerogative  and  Liberty 
cannot  be  preferv'd  but  by  having  a  Majority  a- 
mongft  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  who 
are  by  Principle  and  Intereft  difpofed  to  fupport 
the  Prince  in  his  Prerogative  Royal,  and  all  his 
legal  Rights  and  Preeminences ;  neither  to  fuffer 
the  People  to  ufurp  upon  the  Regalities  of  the 
Crown,  nor  the  Crown  to  trench  upon  the  Li- 
berties and  Privileges  of  the  People. 

And 
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And  as,  confident  with  human  Nature,  every 
Member  is  in  fome  degree  influenced  by  his  own 
private  Intereft,  he  will  be  inclin'd  to  follow  his 
Paffions  in  the  fame  Proportion  as  that  Part  of 
Society  to  which  he  is  drawn  and  attached  do 
theirs.  Now  all  perfonal  Intereft,  it  is  certain, 
muft  be  deriv'd  either  from  the  Crown,  or  the 
Body  of  the  People ;  and  if  no  Man  was  to  be 
in  the  Senate  that  deriv'd  any  perfonal  Intereft 
from  the  Crown,  then  the  private  Intereft  of 
every  Member  muft  fpring  only  from  the  Body 
of  the  People.  As  the'  Body  of  the  People  in 
all  Countries,  and  in  all  Ages,  is  found  to  grafp 
at  more  Liberty,  let  'em  pofTefs  ever  fo  much  ; 
and  every  Senator  being  under  the  ftrong  Mo- 
tives of  Self-Intereft  to  purfue  the  Humours, 
and  gratify  the  Frenzies  and  Extravagances  of 
the  Multitude,  or  thofe  from  whom  he  deriv'd 
the  Power  of  Reprefentation,  the  Prerogative 
and  Power  of  the  Crown  muft  foon  dwindle  a- 
way  to  mere  Figure  and  Form  only. 

Nor  would  the  Evil  to  the  Crown  terminate 
here ;  for,  if  no  Perfons  to  whom  Places  were 
given,  are  to  enjoy  Seats  in  Parliament,  others 
to  whom  Places  were  deny'd  vvould  be  there  -y 
for  Men  of  Fire  and  Revenge  thinking  them- 
ielves  flighted,  though  much  more  deferving 
Lave  been  preferr'd  to  them,  would  fpare  no 
Expence,  nor  leave  untry'd  any  corrupt  Arts  to 
obtain  Seats  in  Parliament,  to  break  in  upon 
the  Royal  Jurifdiclion,  and  to  diftrefs  and  con- 
found trie  Meafures  of  the  moft  righteous  Ad- 
miniftration. 

Daily 
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Daily  Experience  confirms  the  Truth  of  this. 
See  we  not  Swarms  of  Gentlemen  of  this  pecu- 
liar Complexion,  zealous  to  be  in  Parliament, 
to  exhibit  their  tranfcendent  Patriotifm  by  an 
unchangeable  Oppofition  to  whatever  the  Mi- 
nijlry  propofe,  without  Diftin&ion  ?  That  fuch 
Men  are  actuated  more  by  the  Spirit  of  Enmity, 
Hatred,  and  Ill-will  againft  the  Meafures  of  the 
Adminiftration,  than  fuch  who  have  Places,  are 
by  that  of  Gratitude  towards  the  Crown,  I  am 
inclin'd  to  think  will  not  be  queftion'd ;  for  Gra- 
titude and  Generofity  are  never  obferv'd  to  be  fo 
lively  and  efficacious  Motives  to  Action,  as  Ma- 
lice, Ambition  and  Difappointment. 

'Tis  farther  obfervable,  that  as  all  Power  ari- 
fing  to  the  governing  Principle  from  the  Difpo- 
fition  of  publick  Employments  is  limited  to  the 
executive  Capacity ;  fo  it  does  but  in  a  very 
fmall,  if  in  any  degree  at  all,  give  real  Strength 
to  the  Crown  ;  becaufe,  for  every  Place  of  Trull 
and  Profit  there  are  always  divers  Competitors : 
as  one  of  thefe  only  can  be  gratify'd,  many  muft 
of  courfe  be  fent  empty  away ;  whence  are  crea- 
ted a  greater  Proportion  of  Enemies  to  a  free 
Government,  than  Places  can  attach  Friends: 
which  is  no  inconfiderable  Detriment  to  the 
Crown  by  having  its  Power  deriv'd  from  fuch  a 
Source. 

I  believe  no  body  will  differ  with  me,  if  I 
mould  fay  Gentlemen,  who  execute  the  great 
Offices  of  the  State,  having  Seats  in  Parliament, 
may,  if  Men  of  Genius,  become  well  acquaint- 
ed writh  the  Nature  of  Government,  and  acquire 
a  more  extenfive  View  of  every  Branch  of  Po- 
licy 
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licy  than  thofe  who  have  not :  and  certainly  a 
good  Underftanding  of  the  Legiflative  will  the 
better  accomplifh  a  Gentleman  for  any  Poft  in 
the  Executive.  Perfons  unexperienc'd  in  Par- 
liamentary Reafoning  cannot  be  prefum'd  fo 
well  fkill'd  in  the  Exigences  of  the  State,  or  fo 
well  qualified  to  judge  of  the  Deficiencies  of 
thofe  Laws  they  execute,  or  fo  capable  of  fup- 
plying  them,  as  Gentlemen  who  have  thefe  Op- 
portunities may  be.  For  the  fame  Reafon  that 
the  fupreme  Executive  Power  cannot  be  plac'd 
any  where,  but  in  a  Perfon  that  has  a  Share  in  the 
Legiflative  j  why  may  not  Subordinates  in  the 
Executive  have  a  Share  in  the  Legiflative  alfo, 
efpecially  when  with  the  Confent  of  their  E- 
le&ors? 

Among  the  Ancient  Romans,  the  moft  re- 
nowned Contenders  for  Liberty  that  we  read  of, 
the  Order  of  Magiftrates  in  the  executive  Power 
was  always  efteem'd  a  proper  Seminary  for  the 
Senate.  Provided  the  Candidates  for  the  fena- 
torial  Dignity  had  acquitted  themfelves  with 
Fidelity,  Prudence,  and  Diligence  in  the  Offi- 
ces of  Queftor,  Cenfor,  or  any  other  Truft  of 
Diftin&ion,  the  People  judg'd  their  Liberties 
more  fecure  in  fuch  Hands,  than  in  thofe  whofe 
Virtue  and  Honour  had  never  been  experienc'd 
in  a  publick  Capacity. 

Nor  mould  it  be  forgot,  that  there  are  many 
Places  of  which  the  Power  of  the  Crown  is 
conftituted,  that  the  Poffeflbrs  thereof  cannot 
by  the  Laws  of  the  Land  enjoy  Seats  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  yet  their  Competitors  for  thofe  Pla- 
ces, who  for  very  good  Reafons  may  have  been 
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refus'd  them,  may:  Nor  can  we  eafily  fuppofe 
the  difappointed  Gentlemen  fo  lukewarm  and 
indifferent,  as  not  to  fhew  their  Teeth  upon  e- 
very  trivial  Occafion  at  that  Miniftry, which  they 
may  conceit  has  not  had  that  due  Regard  to 
their  extraordinary  Merit. 

Refufals  and  Denials  not  only  make  Enemies 
to  the  beft  of  Governments,  but  nothing  is  more 
frequent  than  for  Men,  who  have  been  difcharg- 
ed  from  their  Polls  of  Truft,  perhaps  for  Neg- 
lect, Incapacity,  or  Difaffe&ion  to  the  Efta- 
blifhment  (and  which  Places  by  the  prefent 
Laws  are  inconfiftent  with  holding  Seats  in  Par- 
liament) to  fly  directly  in  the  Face  of  Majefty ; 
to  that  End,  by  every  infamous  and  difhonou- 
rable  Practice  procure  their  Election,  and  join 
with  any  Party,  or  any  Meafures  to  diftrefs  the 
Royal  Intereft,  worry  a  chief  Minifter,  and  if 
poffible  hollow  him  down  by  dint  of  Vocifera- 
tion and  popular  Breath.  Thus  are  Men  with 
a  Party  fuddenly  chang'd  from  Devils  to  Angels 
and  Patriots,  and  only  for  difapproving  when 
out  of  Place,  what  they  ftrenuoufly  approv'd 
when  in. 

Nor  can  I  conceive  it  bad  Policy,  as  we  have 
been  told,  for  Officers  of  the  Army  to  enjoy 
Seats  in  Parliament,  tho'  they  hold  them  at  the 
Will  of  a  Prince.  For  were  they  to  be  exclu- 
ded, able  and  experienc'd  Officers  would  rarely 
be  at  hand  to  advife  upon  any  critical  Conjun- 
cture when  the  Parliament  might  ftand  in  need 
of  their  Counfel.  Should  thefe  Gentlemen, 
tho'  depriv'd  of  the  Privilege  of  being  Members, 
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be  fent  for  to  confult  with  upon  extraordinary 
Occafions,    however  excellent  an  Act  by  their 
Advice  might  be  made,  they  would  have  little 
Share  in  the  Honour  of  it  3  and  therefore  might 
rather  be  fuppofed  ready  to  recommend  the  ma- 
king of  fuch  Laws  only  as  moil:  redounded  to 
their  own  private  Intereft  and  Grandeur.     But 
if  the  People  make  choice  of  fome  chief  mili- 
tary Officers  to  reprefent  them,  fuch,  we  may 
well  fuppofe,  would  be  more  likely  to  be  fway'd 
by  the  publick  Good,  and  the  Honour  and  Ap- 
plaufe   that  attends  the   enacting  of   falutary 
Laws,  than  their  own  private  Emolument. 

As  the  Senate  is  a  Body  of  Men,  with  whom 
is  entrufted  the  fupreme  Power  of  counfelling, 
advifing,    and   decreeing    in    almoft    all  Cafes 
whatever  relating  to  the  Government  of  the 
State ;  fo  it  mould  no  more  be  deftitute  of  Sol- 
diers than  Lawyers,  they  being  both  the  Con- 
fervators  of  Property,  and  therefore  the  higheft 
Rank  of  Subjects  in  the  Community.     For  as 
Princes,    who  fupport  and  uphold  the  Rights 
and  Properties  of  their  Subjects,  are  fuperior  to 
thofe  who  acquire  them;  and  as  Experience  e- 
vinces  there  is  more  Difficulty  in  preferving  than 
obtaining  Conquefts,  it  follows  that  thofe  em- 
ploy'd  to  protect  the  Rights  of  Subjects  among 
themfelves,  and  defend  the  Body  of  a  trading 
Nation  againft  foreign  Invafidn  and  the  Tyran- 
nies of  each  other,  are  the  two  higheft  Orders 
of  Men  in  every  State:  For  it  would  belittle 
Inducement  for  Men  to  trade  and  enrich  them- 
felves,   were  not  their  Acquifitions  fecur'd  to 
them  and  their  Pofterity. 

There 
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There  are  two  Seafons  which  have  their  al- 
ternate Influence  upon  every  Country,  a  Time 
of  Peace,  and  a  Time  of  War ;  and  therefore 
it  is  certainly  right  and  juft,  that  thofe  Men, 
who  are  alike  ferviceable  to  the  State,  as  well  by 
defending  it  in  Times  of  War,  as  by  admini- 
ftring  to  the  good  Government  of  it  in  Times 
of  Peace,  fhould  be  efteem'd  the  beft  and  moft 
ufeful  Subjefts,  and  are  entitled  to  the  higheft 
Truft  and  Offices  derivable  either  from  Prince 
or  People.  For  every  Nation  in  Times  of  War 
is  beft  preferved  by  Valour,  and  in  Tiroes  of 
Peace  by  Counfel ;  and  therefore  thofe  who  are 
fit  for  the  Cabinet  and  the  Camp,  are  the  fitteft 
Perfons  to  be  entrufted  with  the  making  of 
Laws. 

Nor  would  they  who  have  the  Command  of 
an  Army  think  themfelves  under  any  Obligations 
of  Gratitude  to  their  Country,  but  only  to  their 
King,  were  they  not  regarded  by  the  People ;  and 
therefore  m  ig  ht  be  them  ore  eafily  tempted  to  join 
with  a  Prince  who  aim'd  at  abfolute  Power.  But 
if  the  chief  Officers  of  the  Army  are  chofen  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  they  are  natural- 
ly poffefs'd  with  a  greater  Affection  towards 
them,  than  if  they  had  received  no  Obligation; 
and  confequently  cannot  be  imagin'd  fo  ready 
to  unite  with  a  Prince  inclin'd  to  Tyranny. 

If  Officers  are  entrufted  by  their  Country 
with  the  higheft  Pofts  in  their  Power  to  beftow, 
the  Ingratitude  of  any  Aft  of  Violence  and 
Oppreiiion  in  fuch  would  more  outrage  and  ex- 
afperate  the  People,    and  thereby  render  their 

F  2  Defigns 


C  44  ] 

Defigns  againft  the  Conftitution  lefs  practica- 
ble: For,  from  the  fame  Principle  that  I  before 
fhew'd,  People  in  general  are  averfe  to  Men  in 
Authority,  is  an  Army  averfe  to  their  Officers. 

u  The  Humour  of  the  People,  as  Sir  Wil- 
"  Ham  Temple  obferves,  funs  infenfibly  among 
<c  the  Soldiery,  fo  as  it  feems  much  alike  to  keep 
<c  off  by  Guards  a  general  Infeftion,  or  an  uni- 
<c  verfal  Sedition  >  for  the  Diftemper  in  both 
<c  kinds  is  contagious,  and  feizes  upon  the  De- 
c£  fenders  themfelves.  Befides,  common  Pay  is 
<c  a  faint  Principle  of  Courage  and  Action,  in 
"  comparifon  of  Religion,  Liberty,  Honour, 
<c  Revenge  and  Neceffity;  which  makes  every 
"  Soldier  have  the  Quarrel  as  much  at  Heart  as 
"  their  Leaders,  and  feem  to  have  fpirited  all 
"  the  great  Actions  of  the  World.  And  with- 
"  out  the  Force  of  Authority  this  Power  of 
"  Soldiers  grows  pernicious  to  their  Mailer, 
"  who  becomes  their  Servant,  and  is  in  Danger 
"  of  their  Mutinies,  as  much  as  any  Govern- 
"  ment  can  be  of  the  Seditions  of  the  People." 

Thefe  Gentlemen  having  made  no  Diftinction 
of  Officers  they  would  exclude  from  the  Senate, 
it  muft  be  taken  for  granted  they  mean  all  with- 
out Exception.  I  think  it  not  mighty  confiftent 
for  Gentlemen  to  plead  fo  much  in  favour  of 
naval  Power,'  and  yet  to  be  fo  fanguine  for  ex- 
cluding experiene'd  Sea-Qfficers  from  the  great 
Sanhedrim  of  the  Nation.  Hereby  they  fhew 
as  little  Regard  to  the  Trade  of  the  Nation,  as 
to  its  maritime  Power.  For  it  is  certain  that 
the  Security  of  our  foreign  Trade  depends  upon 
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the  Strength  and  good  Conduit  of  our  Fleets ; 
and  therefore  their  Steermen  and  Conductors 
fhould  upon  no  Account  be  fhut  out  of  thfr l^e- 
giflature,  where  the  Advice  and  Counfel  of  ex- 
perienc'd  Sea-Officers  are  as  neceffary  as  that  of 
any  Body  of  Men  in  this  Kingdom.  This  is  a 
Point  fo  obvious,  and  fo  affecting  to  every  Eng- 
HJhman,  that  fuch  a  Proportion  muft  certainly 
render  its  Abettors  very  odious  and  unpopular. 

To  have  no  Senators  attach'd  to  the  regal  In- 
terefts  to  guard  againft  the  Mifchiefs  and  Mife- 
ries  of  Faction  from  overturning  the  Power  of 
the  Crown,  is  the  moft  effectual  Way  to  bring 
a  Difcredit  upon  the  Conftitutions  and  Settle- 
ments of  thefe  Kingdoms.      'Tis  certain  our 
Government  muft  be  more  fubject  to  frequent 
and  unhappy  Shocks  and  Revolutions,   which 
would  damp  the  Spirits  of  Trade,  difcourage 
Foreigners  from  correfponding  with  our  Mer- 
chants, and  turn  our  Trade  and  Navigation  into 
different  Channels.     Our  Government  being  in 
Danger  of  changing  Hands  fo  often  by  reafon 
of  the  Variety  of  Interefts,  Parties  and  Factions, 
would  create  an  Unfteddinefs  in  the  Purfuits  of 
the  publick  Intereft,  and  by  giving  way  to  the 
Emulations  of  different  Factions  would  draw 
the  Favour  and  Countenance  of  the  Govern- 
ment fometimes  to  one  Party  or  Intereft,  fome- 
times  to  another:  This  would  occafion  different 
Motions  in  Mens  Minds,  raife  Hopes  and  Fears, 
and  Opinions  of  Uncertainty  in  their  Poffeffions, 
thereby  give  a  violent  Shock  to  Trade,  and  drive 
Merchants  in  general  to  feek  fome  new  Refi- 
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dence,  where  the  Government  was  more  fled- 
dy,  and  lefs  liable  to  great  Changes  and  Viciffi- 
tudes.  As  a  Ship  in  a  Storm  rifes  and  falls,  reels 
fometimes  on  one  Side,  fometimes  on  the  other, 
expe&ing  Ruin  and  Deftru&ion  every  Moment, 
unlefs  preferv'd  by  the  fteddy  and  vigilant  Con- 
dud:  of  the  Steerfman ;  fo  is  it  with  a  Govern- 
ment expos'd  every  Moment  to  the  tempeftuous 
Fury  of  civil  Commotions,  jarring  Interefts, 
Seditions,  Tumults  and  Factions;  it  muft  be 
torn  in  Pieces,  and  become  a  Wreck  to  its  Ene- 
mies. 

This  happy  Concord  and  defirable  Harmony 
therefore  between  our  Sovereign  and  his  Parlia- 
ment is,  as  it  were,  the  Ballaft  of  the  State, 
without  which  it  would  be  foon  overfet.  'Tis 
this  that  will  ever  raife  the  Credit  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Government  at  home,  and  never  fail  to 
have  the  fame  good  EfFed:  abroad:  'Tis  this,  and 
this  only,  that  can  fecure  the  Proteflant  Efta- 
blifhment  in  his  Majefty's  Illuftrious  Family; 
and  therefore  it  is  that  his  Enemies  labour  fo 
heartily  to  diffolve  that  happy  Union  and  Agree- 
ment between  them. 

This  good  Underftanding,  Friendship  and 
Confidence  between  Prince  and  Parliament :,  fo 
effential  to  the  Happinefs  and  Grandeur  of  Bri- 
tainy  and  fo  formidable  to  its  Enemies,  has  been 
impioufly  reprefented  as  a  fervile  deftrudive 
Dependency;  and  thus  have  the  Unthinking 
been  made  to  believe,  that  what  tends  to  their 
Salvation  and  Well-beings  as  a  free  and  a  brave 
People,  has  a  Tendency  to  enflave  and  defiroy 
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them !  But  if  this  defirable  Harmo7ty  be  a  De- 
pendency, then  an  unhappy  Difcord  is  an  Inde- 
pendency between  Prince  and  Parliament ;  and 
for  fuch  a  fatal  Independency  do  thefe  good  Pa- 
triots contend:  Fatal,  I  fay,  becaufe,  if  an  Har- 
mony between  them  will  raife  the  Intereft  of  both 
Prince  and  People  to  the  higheft  Point  of  Gran- 
deur, and  enable  us  to  make  what  Figure  we 
pleafe  in  the  World,  and  to  defpife  all  the  De- 
figns  of  factious  Men,  ( as  all  the  greateft  States- 
men of  our  Country  have  ever  allow'd  it  will) 
then  an  unhappy  Difcord  between  them  mull 
certainly  have  the  contrary  Effect,  and  deftroy 
the  Felicity  of  both  Prince  and  People,  and  re- 
duce us  to  the  loweft  Ebb  of  Mifery.     Is  this 
Concord  then  between  our  Sovereign  and  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  a  corrupt  and  a 
dejlructive  Concord  ?  If  it  was,  fure  its  Effects 
could  not  be  concealed.     Is  it  poflible  to  be  in  a 
happier  State,  with  refpect  either  to  our  civil  or 
religious  Liberties?    Does  not  the  Increafe  of 
our  Exports  and  Imports  (hew  the  great  Advance 
and  Extent  of  our  Commerce?  Do  not  the  low 
Intereft  of  Money,  and  the  great  Price  of  our 
Lands,    manifeft    the    defirable   State    of    the 
Landed,  Tradings  and  Money7 d  Interejls  f  Have 
we  not  every  Symptom  of  the  great  Height  of 
publick  Credit  ?  Do  not  our  Commodities  find  a 
ready  Vent,  our  Lands  and  our  Houfes  ready 
Purchafei  s  \  and  do  not  our  People,  with  the 
greateft  Security,  venture  large  Stocks  in  every 
Branch  of  Trade,  and  not  lock  up  their  Money 
in  Chefts,  and  hide  it  under  Ground  ?  Will  not 
•  Notes, 
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Notes,  Mortgages,  and  publick  and  private  Secu- 
rities pafs  for  Money,  or  eafily  procure  Money  ? 
Do  our  Merchants  live  in  Cells  like  Hermits  ? 
Do  they  not  live  in  that  Splendor,  Magnificence 
and  Hofpitality,  that  muft  chear  the  Heart  of 
every  Briton  to  behold  ?  Do  Foreigners  fhun  Eng- 
land inftead  of  reforting  to  her ;  and  does  the 
daily  Naturalization  of  the  Natives  of  every  Part 
of  Europe,  indicate  the  Poverty  of  our  own 
Country,  and  the  Opulency  of  theirs?  Where 
are  the  Signs  and  Touchflones,  whereby  we 
may  difcern  this  deftru&ive  and  corrupt  De- 
pendency between  Prince  and  Parliament^ 
Thefe  Men  may  as  foon  make  us  believe  the 
monftrous  Popifh  Dodtrine  of  Tranfubftantia- 
tion;  a  Doctrine  contrary  to  our  Reafon  and 
Senfes,  as  that  we  are  in  fuch  a  beggarly  and 
flavifti  State  they  would  perfuade  us?  But  their 
Aim  is  to  make  the  People  as  credulous  in  Poli- 
ticks, as  they  would  have  them  in  Religion,  to 
lay  afide  their  own  Eyes  and  their  own  Under- 
ftandings,  and  fee  and  underftand  with  thofe 
of  their  Deceivers.     But  to  return. 

It  cannot  have  efcap'd  the  Notice  of  the 
Readers  of  our  modern  Libels,  that  whenever 
their  Authors  take  Occafion  to  fpeak  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  have  concurr'd  with  the  prefent 
Minijlry,  they  reprefent  them  as  govern'd  at  all 
times  merely,  and  only,  by  the  Power  of  Places, 
Bribery  and  Corruption ;  their  Jlanding  and  inflexi- 
ble Opponents,  as  actuated  by  no  other  Principles 
than  thofe  of  pure  Reafon,  and  difinterefted 
Patriotifm. 

Now 
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Now  the  great  Partiality  and  Difingenuity  of 
fuch  an  Infinuation  will  appear,  by  obferving 
that  out  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  poffefs  Places 
under  the  Government,  there  are  many  that  fre- 
quently oppofe  its  Meafures,  when  they  think 
others  to  be  preferred.  But  thefe  Antirevolatic- 
nifis  will  be  very  much  at  a  Lofs  to  produce  an 
Inftance,  where  they  have  ever  concurred  with 
the  Adminijlration  in  any  thing  relating  to  the 
Safety  of  the  Crown;  which  Confideration alone 
manifefts  theWifdom  of  his  Majejiy  and  Minijiry 
in  his  Choice  of  Men  of  Probity  and  Candor  to 
fill  the  Offices  of  State;  and  to  convince  the 
World,  that  thofe  Gentlemen  have  been  more 
govern'd  by  the  Force  of  Truth  and  publick 
Good  than  their  violent  Oppofers  :  For,  as  the 
Gentlemen,  who  have  Places  under  the  Crown, 
have  frequently  voted  with  the  oppofite  Party, 
who  become  and  continue  fuch  for  Want  of 
thofe  Places,  the  Conclufion,  I  think,  is  very- 
natural  and  obvious,  that  the  Place-men  have 
been  more  fway'd  by  Honour  and  a  true  publick 
Spirit;  unlefs  indeed,  by  any  fort  of  Magick, 
the  People  can  be  made  to  believe  that  the  Mi- 
nijiry hath  always  been  in  the  wrong. 

But  what  Conduct,  and  what  Principles  re- 
commended thefe  Gc?2tlemeu  firft  to  the  peculiar 
Regard  of  His  Majejiy?  Have  not  mod  of  them 
and  their  Anceftors  ever  been  zealous  Sticklers 
for  Liberty?  Were  we  tQ  deduct  thofe  Gentle- 
men who  manifeflly  are,  and  ever  were  by  Prin- 
ciple inviolably  attach'd  to  the  Interefcs  of  the 
People,   and  yet  bave  mov'd  in  Concert  with 
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■the  Mimfir\\  and  always  did  when  they  had  no 
l^ofts  under  the  Government,  how  few  will  ap- 
pear to  deferve  the  Name  of  mere  Creatures  of 
a  Court,  with  which  they  have  been  fo  disho- 
nourably branded  ? 

And  fince  from  the  natural  Averfion  and  Dif- 
like  ©f  the  People  in  general  towards  Govern- 
ments and  Men  in  Authority,  the  leffer  Weight 
will  always  be  in  the  Crown;  itmufteverbe  for 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Balance  of  our  Confti- 
tution,  that  fuch  a  Defect  of  natural  Strength 
be   iupply'd  fome   other  way.     If   then  from 
Places  and  Preferments,  the  Crown  has  no  more 
Power  than  a  bare  competency  to  weigh  againft 
popular  Prejudices  in  general,  againft  the  Oppo- 
sition of  the  Difaffe&ed,  Factious,  and  Difcon- 
tented  out  of  Power,    then  can  the  Crown,  by 
this  Strength,  do  nothing  to  the  Detriment  of 
Liberty ;  the  Determinations  of  Parliament  muft 
be  juft  and  righteous:  For  if  the  Senate  confifts 
of  500  Members,  and  100  of  thefe,from  Difaf- 
feclion,  Difappointment,  or  perfonal  Pique  and 
Refentment  towards  Princes  and  their  Minijiers^ 
become  prepofTefs'd  againft  the  Eftablifhment, 
and  therefore  will  obftinately  oppofe  every  Pro- 
poll  tion  of  MmijterSy  efpecially  thofe  calculated 
to  fupport  the  neceffary  Revenues  of  the  State, 
and  Safeguard  of  the  Crown,  is  it  not  natural, 
from  the  common  Principle  of  Self-Preferva- 
tion,  for  the  Government  to  attach  a  Number 
of  Friends  to  weigh  againft  the  Power  of  thofe 
ftanding  and  unchangeable  Enemies  ?  And  are 
net  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation  impartially  con- 
ducted 
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dufted  by  the  remaining  300 ;  who,  as  they  have 
no  Motive  to  bias  them,  can  be  fway'd  only  by 
Reafon  and  publick  Good  ? 

Greater  Lengths  ftill  have  thefe  Patriots  gone 
to  make  an  eternal  Breach  between  our  Sove- 
reign, his  People,  and  Parliament.  Have  they 
not  attempted  to  roufe  all  the  Electors  againft 
thofe  Gentleme?i  who  have  prov'd  the  Barrier  to 
Faction,  and  prevented  a  Tyranny  of  the  Com- 
mons, by  infinuating  they  procur'd  their  Ele- 
ction merely  and  only  by  the  irrefiftible  Force 
of  Bribery  and  Corruption  ?  Have  they  not  fug- 
gefted  that  the  Flood-gates  of  the  Treafury  are 
let  open  upon  thefe  Occaiions,  and  the  publick 
Money  profufely  fquander'd  to  corrupt  the 
Nation  ?. 

Malecontents  of  all  Ages,  to  glofs  over  their 
own  corrupt  Practices,  cry  out  Corruption  firftj 
which  refembles  the  Politenefs  of  certain  Gen- 
try, who  call  others  Proflitutes  to  be  thought 
chafte  themfelves. 

As  the  Paflions  of  the  People  are  always 
warm  againft  thofe  in  Power,  Clamours  of  this 
Kind  foon  fet  them  in  a  Blaze.  But  if  we  con- 
fider  there  is  no  other  Evidence  to  fupport  thefe 
Suggestions,  than  the  mere  After t ions  of  ma- 
lignant Accufers ;  Accufers  manifeftly  partial 
and  prejudiced,  no  Man,  without  giving  up  all 
Pretenfions  to  common  Senfe  and  common 
Equity,  can  credit  fuch  Deceivers. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  dqfiYd  indeed,  that  every 
Britijh  Freeholder  was  to  vote  purely  unbiafs'd, 
and  under  no  Influence  of  private  lntereft,  Pre- 
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Judice,  or  Party  Zeal,  but  gave  his  Suffrage  from 
no  other  Motive  than  the  pure  Opinion  he  en- 
tertain'd  of  the  Integrity  and  Ability  of  the 
Candidate  for  fo  great  a  Truft.     This,  I  fay,  is 
a  Principle  that  every  good  Man  would  rejoice 
to  fee  prevail  amongft  the  Electors  in  general ; 
but  this,  I  fear,  is  fuch  a  Rectitude  of  Nature, 
which,    as  Mankind  is  at  prefent  conftituted, 
allied  and  cemented,  we  can  never  expect  to  fee 
univerfal.     For  while  Men  are  ranged  in  diffe- 
rent fubordinate  Degrees,  while  a  Difparity  of 
Stations   and   Circumftances    remain    amongft 
them,  the  leffer  Truft  will  ever  be  fubfervient 
to,  and  governed  by  the  greater.     The  Inferior 
therefore,  who  in  Purfuit  of  their  own  Intereft 
vote  contrary  to  their  private  Judgment,  thro' 
the  Power  and  Pre  valency  of  one  upon  whom 
they  have  a  Dependance,  are  as  much  reftrain'd 
from  the  Freedom  of  voting,  as  he  who  is  actu- 
ally influenc'd  by  a  Sum  of  Money:   nay,  in 
one  refpect  more  fo ;  for,  to  whomfoever  the 
gilded  Bait  is  adminifter'd,  he  is  not  oblig'd  to 
be  catch'd  by  it ;  but  he,  whofe  Dependance  is 
upon  another,  cannot  refufe  his  Vote  without 
lofing  his  whole  Subfiftence.     That  Parties  of 
all  Kinds  make  their  Dependants  thus  fubfervi- 
ent to  them,  I  fuppofe,  will  be  deny'd  by  no 
body.     But  as  has  been  already  obferv'd,  the 
Body  of  the  People  in  general,  as  well  from  the 
natural  Prejudices  of  the  lower  Sort,  the  Third 
of  Popularity  in  the  higher,  and  the  inceffant 
Intrigues  and  Projects  of  the  Factious  and  Dif-r 
affected.,  will  indifcnmi!\ately  be  oppofite  to  all 
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Governments,  and  by  the  Superiority  of  their 
Number,  and  Fortunes,  and  great  Dependen- 
cies upon  them,  will  certainly  have  a  much 
greater  Influence  in  Elections,  than  thofe  who 
can  be  fuppos'd  to  approve  or  diiapprove  the 
Meafures  of  an  Administration  from  the  Force 
of  Reafon,  and  a  true  Regard  to  the  legal  Con- 
ftitutions  of  this  Kingdom:  they  will  have  a 
much  greater  Weight  at  Elections  againft  the 
Crown,  than  all  concern'd  in  the  executive  Pow- 
er, and  the  united  Force  of  all  Officers  under 
the  Crown,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Difpropor- 
tion  they  bear  to  the  Body  of  the  People. 

Nor  am  I  apprehenfive  of  advancing  an  in- 
fupportable  Pofition,  if  I  fhould  fay  that  every 
Man  may,  and  every  prudent  Man  will,  vote 
and  ad  in  all  Circumftances  confident  with  his 
honourable  Intereft  in  the  different  Stations  of 
Life  ;  for,  the  Intereft  of  every  Individual  is  the 
Intereft  of  the  whole  Community;  and  certain- 
ly all  Men  may  act  compatible  with  their  pri- 
vate Intereft,  and  yet  not  incompatible  witft 
their  publick  Truft;  and  this  is  common  both 
to  the  Electors  and  the  Elected.  The  higheft 
Service  therefore  any  Man  can  do  his  Country, 
is  to  keep  a  juft  Balance  between  his  private  In- 
tereft, and  his  publick  Station  and  Character ; 
not  to  fuffer  the  one  to  break  in  and  infringe  up-^ 
on  the  other.  Altho'  a  Man's  Conduct  in  his 
publick  Capacity  fhould  be  vifibly  accompanied 
with  his  perfonal  Intereft,  yet  if  that  tends  to 
the  publick  Good  and  Emolument,  and  is  fuch 
as  ought  to  be  purfutd  in  his  publick  Capacity, 
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wc  cannot,  without  the  greateft  Violation  of 
Juftice  and  Humanity,  afcribe  it  merely  and 
only  to  felf-interefted  Inducements. 

Upon  a  Suppofition  that  any  Candidate,  who 
from  the  Principles  of  his  Reafon,  Honour  and 
Confcience  entertains  an  Opinion  of  the  Up- 
rightnefs  and  Wifdom  of  the  Adminiftration,  as 
fure  is  not  impoffible,  and  therefore  expends  his 
own  Money,  and  not  the  Nation's,  to  obtain 
his  Election;  he  certainly  is  not  upon  an  Ine- 
quality as  to  Integrity  with  his  Adverlaries,  who 
ufe  the  fame  Meafures  againft  him.  That  the 
Enemies  of  the  Government  always  have,  and 
daily  do  practice  the  Arts  of  Bribery  and  Cor- 
ruption, and  make  all  their  Dependants  fubfer- 
vient  to  them,  againft  which  they  would  be 
thought  to  make  fo  glorious  a  Stand,  is,  and 
has  been  too  flagrant  to  be  difputed.  'Tis  well 
known  foon  after  the  Act  againft  Bribery  and 
Corruption  had  paffed  into  a  Law,  thefe  very 
uncorrupted  Gentlemen  fpent  above  Ten  Thou- 
fand  Pounds  to  turn  the  Election  at  the  Town  of 

B -d.     In  the  City  of  London  itfelf  too,   a 

very  notable  Attempt  was  made  to  improve  the 
Intereft  of  Faction  5  where  the  Partizans  of  De- 
ftru&ion  took  the  Nomination  of  ail  Workmen, 
Artificers,  &c.  from  the  Court  of  Aldermen, 
where  the  Majority  are  in  the  Court  Intereft, 
and  transferr'd  the  Right  of  Nomination  to  the 
Committee  for  letting  of  the  City  Lands,  where 
the  Majority  are  againft  the  Court  at  all  times. 
Numberlefs  other  Inftances  of  Proftjfion,  and 
corrupt  Management  to  diftrefs  the  Govern- 
ment 
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mciu  might  be  mention  d  in  the  great  Work  of 
new  modelling  Corporations  -,  but  1  fhall  only  for 
the  prefent  obferve  that  of  L le,  where  fif- 
teen Guineas  a  Vote  were  given  in  the  Election 
of  a  Mayor.  Who  then  can  doubt  the  Sinceri- 
ty of  thefe  good  Patriots  in  their  Declamations 
againft  Corruption,  or  their  fincere  Defigns  in 
framing  Laws  to  prevent  it  ? 

For  the  Truth  of  thefe  corrupt  Practices 
charg'd  upon  chafe  who  fo  ftruggle  to  raife 
themfelves  upon  the  Ruins  of  the  Government, 
I  need  only  appeal  to  the  Electors  themfelves. 
Have  they  not  daily  Conviction  that  more  Mo- 
ney is  fpent  to  influence  them  by  the  Anticour- 
tiers,  than  by  the  Friends  to  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment ?  Why  then  fhould  the  one  be  fup- 
pos'd  to  receive  his  Money  from  the  Treafury, 
and  the  other  to  expend  his  own  ?  Why  may 
not  thefe  Confpirators  againft  the  Royal  Power, 
be  as  well  fuppos'd  and  charg'd  with  receiving 
the  Money  they  fo  profufely  and  exorbitantly 
expend  againft  the  Crown,  from  the  Apoftolick 
Chamber  \  from  the  Pope,  the  Pretender,  and 
his  Tribe  of  Adherents ;  as  the  Friends  of  the 
Government  with  receiving  their  Expences  from 
the  Treafury  ?  Were  we  to  argue  ad  hominem 
with  thefe  Gentlemen,  it  will  appear  far  more 
probable  that  the  immenfe  Sums  expended  to 
bring  over  Friends  to  Jacobitifm  and  Republican 
nifm,  to  procure  a  Parliament  to  ferve  their  de- 
ftructive  Purpofes,  come  from  foreign  Funds, 
and  from  the  Purfes  of  d ifarTecled  Vermin  with- 
in the  Bowels  of  the  Kingdom,  than  that  the 
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national  Treafure  is  expended  to  obftruct  the 
Freedom  of  Elections. 

At  the  fame  time  thefe  confiftent  Politicians 
fuggeft  the  Electors  to  be  corrupted  by  national 
Treafure,  they  alfo  fuggeft  that  the  Members 
elected  are  alfo  corrupted  from  the  fame  Quar- 
ter. Now,  if  the  Electors  be  corrupted  with 
Government  Money,  that  choice  may  be  made 
of  fuch  as  (hall  be  propos'd  to  them,  without 
Regard  to  their  Qualifications  for  fo  momentous 
a  Truft,  to  what  purpofe  mould  the  publick 
Money  be  applied  to  corrupt  Members  when 
chofen  ?  If  Members  obtain  their  Seats  in  Par- 
liament merely  by  the  Power  of  national  Mo- 
ney, they  are  then  certainly  under  all  imagina- 
ble Ties  and  Obligations  of  Gratitude  never  to 
run  counter  to  the  Court,  left  the  fame  Power 
that  brought  them  into  Parliament  fhould  turn 
them  out.  Jf,  on  the  other  hand,  Friends  to 
Monarchy  are  perfonatty  brib'd  to  be  fo,  why 
mould  the  Minifiry  be  at  any  Expence  to  pro- 
cure their  Election,  when,  as  is  infinuated,  they 
can  have  the  fame  Effect  by  corrupting  them 
when  elected  ?  Befides,  if  this  latter  Suggeftion 
be  true,  Members  who  make  their  Votes  turn  to 
fo  good  an  Account  as  we  are  told,  would  be 
willing  fure  to  expend  their  own  Money  at  E- 
lections  to  obtain  the  Power  of  Reprefentation, 
and  not  apply  to  the  Government  for  Money  to 
be  expended  merely  to  put  them  into  a  Capaci- 
ty of  enlarging  their  Gains.  The  Truth  of 
thefe  two  Propofitions  therefore  muft  be  highly 
improbable,  if  not  impofiible,  and  fuppofes  the 
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Minijiry  even  void  of  the  firft  Principles  of  com- 
mon Prudence  and  Difcernment;  which  will 
hardly  be  credited  but  by  fuch  who  have  neither. 
When  we  confider  the  immenfe  Sums  of  IV] o- 
ney  which  have  of  late  been  notoriouily  remit- 
ted into  this  Kingdom,  and  convey'd  through 
Popijh  and  Jacobitical  Channels,  from  thole  ve- 
ry Powers  whofe  Intereft  it  is  to  defeat  the  Pro- 
teftant  Succeffion,  and  to  eftablifh  a  Popifi)  Ty- 
ranny, as  well  as  an  Hierarchy,  amongit  us,  we 
cannot  but  prefume  thofe  Sums  are  laid  out  in 
fuch  Purpofes  as  will  the  bed  and  mod:  effectu- 
ally promote  that  their  moft  ddirable  End.  In 
what  manner,  I  would  ask  then,  can  their  Mo- 
ney be  more  advantagioufly  expended  to  anfwer 
their  Defigns,  than  by  procuring  Members  to 
be  elected  to  reprefent  the  People  of  England^ 
who  are  difaffected  to  his  Majefty's  Perfon  and 
Government,  and  in  fupporting  political  as  well 
as  religious  Mifjionaries,  to  corrupt  the  Electors 
againft  their  Proteftant  Sovereign?  Have  not 
large  Funds  and  Subfcriptions  been  made  in  di- 
vers Parts  of  England  to  fupport  the  Jaccbitical 
Caufe?  If  a  certain  Court  thought  it  worth  their 
while  to  fpend  Millions  to  procure  the  Election 
of  a  King  of  Poland,  can  we  fuppofe  the  Courc 
of  Rome  does  not  think  it  advifable  to  fcatter 
their  Popijh  Gold  plentifully  into  Britain  to  gain 
a  corrupt  Parliament;  to  procure  a  Majority  of 
fuch  Reprefentatives  as  thofe  are,  who  have 
trumped  up  the  infamous  Diftindtion  of  the 
Country  Intereft  in  Oppofnion  to  that  of  the 
Crown,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  Revenues  of  the 
State,  tie  up  his  Majefty's  Hands,  and  leave  the 
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Kingdom  open  to  Popijh  Invafions  and  Iniurr 
re&ions?  There  is  the  higheft  Degrees  of  pro- 
bable Evidence  to  fupport  thefe  Affertions,  in 
Oppofition  to  the  moil  improbable  and  infup- 
portable  Affertions  of  the  Enemies  of  the  Go- 
vernment; Affertions  indeed  manifeftly  incon- 
fiftentand  contradictory,  which  prove  the  one 
or  the  other  to  be  falfe,  and  therefore,  like  Wit- 
neffes  perjur'd  in  one  Part  of  their  Depofitions, 
muff  be  difcredited  in  the  whole. 

And  now  to  draw  to  a  Conclufion. 

Whoever  reprefents  to  himfelf  a  juft  Idea  of 
the  Calamities  and  Difafters  that  attend  Mifun- 
derftandings  and  Diffenfions  between  a  Monarch 
of  Britain  and  his  Parliament,  cannot  but  be 
fbock'd  at  the  Thoughts  of  beholding  Minori- 
ties, who  draw  different  ways  from  the  Crown, 
nay,  who  take  all  Meafures  to  diftrefs  and  im- 
poverish the  Crown,  become  Majorities.  To 
behold  our  gracious  Sovereign,  who  has  fway'd 
the  Scepter  with  fo  tender  a  Regard  to  the  Li- 
berties of  his  beloved  People,  infulted,  reproach- 
ed, and  vilify'd ;  to  fee  a  Prince,  who  has  ever 
made  the  Laws  of  the  Land  the  invariable  Rule 
of  his  Adminiftration,  infolently  and  imperiou- 
fly  deprived  of  his  regal  Powers  and  Preroga- 
tives, and  deny'd  all  juft  and  reafonable  Supplies 
for  the  Support  of  his  Crown,  and  Protection 
of  his  People,  mould  give  the  greateft  Alarm  to 
Englijhmen  !  To  view  a  Sovereign  who  has  gi- 
ven his  People  every  Teftimony  in  his  Power, 
that  whatever  they  grant  him  fhall  be  only  em- 
ployed to  their  Profperity,  Security  and  Happi- 
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nefs,  compel  I'd  to  take  fuch  Men  into  Power, 
who  have  offer' d  the  molt  enormous  Indignities 
to  Majefty  and  all  the  Royal  Family,  fliould  fill 
every  Briton  with  the  greater!:  Indignation,  and 
betimes  deter  him  from  contributing  to  forward 
fo  fatal  and  melancholy  a  Scene.  Confider,  my 
Country  men  ^  for  your  own  Sakes,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  your  Pofterity,  how  thefe  Men  behav'd  when 
in  Power.  Did  they  not  mod  wickedly  and 
treacheroufly  abufe  their  Power  ?  Did  they  not 
lay  a  Foundation  to  fubvert  your  civil  and  reli- 
gious Liberties  ?  And  have  they  not  iince  taken 
every  Step  in  their  Power  to  accomplifli  the 
fame  deftructive  Projects  ?  Has -not  the  Caufe  of 
God,  that  I  mean  of  Liberty,  been  prod: itu ted 
to  advance  the  Caufe  of  the  Pope  and  the  Pre- 
tender ;  and  have  they  not  attempted  to  eftablifh 
the  moft  intolerable  Slavery,  under  the  fpecious 
and  colourable  Difguife  of  Freedom  and  Li- 
berty ?  Shall  the  Gentlemen  at  prefent  in  Power 
be  turn'd  adrift  -,  (hall  the  fteddy  Guardians  and 
Protedors  of  our  happy  Conftiiution  be  aban- 
don'd  by  the  People,  whofe  Liberties  and  Pro- 
perties they  have  fo  long  preferv'd ;  and  {hall 
thofe  Men,  and  their  corrupt  Creatures  come 
into  Power  to  fetter  the  People  as  they  once 
have  done,  and  fill  all  the  Prifons  in  the  Nation 
with  the  Pcrfecution  of  thofe  who  will  not 
bow  down  and  worfhipl  at  the  Altar  of  their 
Adminiftration  ?  What  a  ftupcnuous  Revolu- 
tion would  this  be  in  the  State  ?  Could  Trade 
flourifh  when  Liberty  was  thuscramptr  Would 
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our  Taxes  diminifh  when  under  the  Tyranny  of 
fuch  a  Minijiry? 

Methinks  I  behold  two  afpiring  and  infatia- 
ble  Incendiaries  tyrannizing  over  the  Minds  and 
Conferences  of  their  Fellow-Creatures,  miilead- 
ing  the  beft  of  Princes,  and  making  the  Weight 
of  his  Crown  the  Curfe  of  his  regal  Dignity; 
carrying  their  Points,  in  eveiy  Seffian,  of  Sla- 
very and  Deftrudtion  without  Controui  in  a  cor- 
rupt and  degenerate  Senate ;  pretending  Fidelity 
to  the  Prince  upon  the  Throne,  and  fecretly 
confpiring  to  fupplant  him,  and  place  their  fa- 
vourite Idol,  the  Pretender,  in  his  Stead;  ftrip- 
ping  the  Proteftant  Clergy  of  their  Lands  and 
their  Benefices,  perfecuting  the  Proteftant  Dif- 
fenters,  filling  the  Nation  with  Crowds  of  Je- 
fuits,  Monks,  and  Fryars,  and  annexing  the  Lands 
of  our  Britifio  Freeholders  to  an  idolatrous  Church. 
Was  not  this  the  Scheme  of  that  Angel  of  Light 
jB_ — -ke,  who  has  thus  again  rous'd  the  detefta- 
ble  Spirit  of  Popery  and  Jacobirifm  amongft  us? 
Remember,  my  Countrymen,  the  infamous  and 
deteftable  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  a  Treaty  made  to 
involve  Europe  in  Slaughter  and  Confufion,  to 
extirpate  Proteftantifm,  and  advance  a  Popifh 
univerfal  Monarchy.  Never  was  the  Proteftant 
Caufe  in  general  in  more  Danger,  than  the  Gen- 
tlemen now  in  Power  found  it,  or  in  greater 
Safety  than  they  have  brought  it  to :  Never  was 
England  nearer  its  Ruin,  than  on  their  coming 
to  the  Head  of  Affairs,  nor  ever  farther  from 
it  than  they  brought  it  by  the  Peace  of 
Europe.  Allure  yourfelves,  Gentlemen,  it  is 
no  eafy  Thing  to  blunder  after  this  manner. 

Can 


[  6i  ] 

Can  you  be  deceived  by  his  Union  with  an  old 
Whig  5  is  not  this  the  Jefu ideal  Skreen  that  he 
has  artfully  plac'd  before  your  Eyes  to  mifguide 
and  deceive  you  ?  Was  his  Collegue  in  Power, 
and  he  remain'd  out,  can  you  believe  he  would 
not  oppofe  him  with  as  much  Virulence  as  he 
has  done  for  many  Years  the  prefent  Miniftry  ? 

Suppofing  the  pretended  Proteftant  Incendi- 
ary was  in  Authority,  what  Halcyon  Days  might 
you  expect  from  him  ?  If  we  may  be  allow'd 
to  judge  of  what  his  Conduct  would  be,  from 
what  it  has  been,  could  we  expect  him  to  be  a 
true  Friend  to  thofe  People  he  has  fo  heartily 
endeavour'd  to  deftroy  ?  Remember  his  Mili- 
tary Scheme  to  overfet  the  Eftablifhment,  and 
turn  our  Frame  of  Government  topfy-turvy: 
Remember  how   inconiiftent  military  Slavery 
and  Republican  Principles  are  with  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  our  happy  and  well-temper'd  Confti- 
tution.  Remember,  Countrymen^  the  Deftruction 
of  your  Funds ^  the  Ruin  of  Widens  and  Or* 
phansy  the  Downfal  of  national  Credit  and  Far^ 
tiamentary  Faith.     Remember,  Gentlemen^  who 
propos'd  the  Oppreffion  of  a  ten  Shilling  Land- 
Tax,  and  who  was  for  reducing  it  to  one ;  who 
has  fav'd  the  Nation  Millions  by  cool  and  paci- 
fick  Meafures,  by  his  great  Wifdom,  Forefight 
and  Dexterity  at  Treaty  and  Negotiation  with 
foreign  Powers,  and  who  was  for  plunging  you 
into  a  fatal  and  uncertain  War  with    all  the 
Powers  of; Europe,  to  run  you  deeper  into  Debt, 
and  to  increafe  your  Taxes.     Can  we  flippofe 
an  Enemy  to  Kingly  Power  mould  not  afpirc  at 
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Ufurpation,  and,  inftead  of  preferving  his  Royal 
Mailer  on  the  Throne,  would  he  not  lay 
Schemes  to  fupplant  him  ?  To  what  end  then 
can  thefe  wicked  Diflinctions  of  Court  and 
Country  Intereji  be  broach'd,  but  to  diftract  the 
Nation,  that  his  Majejiy  may  be  compell'd  to 
take  either  the  Jacobite  or  the  Republican  into 
the  Adminiftration,  or  both  of  them?  Were 
they  both  in  Authority,  would  they  not  be  drug- 
gling  to  fupplant  each  other;  would  not  the  po- 
litical Jejuit  undermine  the  Man  he  now  fo 
much  carefles  ;  and  would  not  new  Party  Di- 
flinctions and  Watch-words  be  coin'd,  ftill  to 
keep  the  Nation  in  a  Flame;  and  let  which  fo- 
ever  fucceed,  would  not  your  Liberties  be  en- 
danger'd? 

Since  then,  Gentlemen,  neither  you  nor  your 
Pofterity  can  be  fecure  under  fuch  a  Change  of 
Mini/try,  as  for  many  Years  has  been  fo  outra- 
giouily  contended  for;  can  it  any  longer  be  a 
Queftion  with  thtBritijb  Freeholders,with  whom 
they  ought  to  unite  in  the  enfuing -Election? 
Can  they  fecurely  depend  upon  thofe  out  of 
Power  for  the  Prefervatipn  of  their  Laws,  their 
Liberties,  their  Religion,  and  their  Lives  ?  Is 
it  poiiible  for  an  Englijhman  to  enjoy  any  greater 
Degree  either  of  civil  or  religious  Liberty  ?  Is 
it  poiiible  to  fupport  the  Grandeur  and  Dignity 
of  Great  Britain  with  a  fmaller  Revenue  than 
is  annually  rais'd?  Coniider  the  large  and  in>- 
rnenfe  Revenues  of  our  Neighbour  Nations; 
confider  the  prodigious  Armies  they  fupport, 
and  the  great  Fleets  they  maintain  to  what  they 
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did  formerly  ?  What  a  mighty  naval  Force  has 
fprung  up  in  a  few  Years,  from  very  fmall  Be- 
ginnings, under  the  Vigor  and  Management  of 
the  late  Czar?  What  a  Terror  has  this  fpread  in 
the  Baltick  ?  What  Fleets  have  the  other  mari- 
time Powers  to  what  they  had  fome  Years  ago  ? 
And  has  not  England  kept  pace  with  the  migh- 
tieft  of  them  all  ?  If  then  we  have  increas'd  in 
Wealth  with  the  reft  of  Europe^  why  fhould 
we  be  behind  with  them  in  Power  ?  Why  fhould 
our  Revenues  be  fmaller,  when  theirs  are  mani- 
feftly  greater  than  ever  they  were  ?  Befides,  is 
not  Money  of  lefs  Value  than  was  ever  known 
in  Britain  ?  Does  not  every  Peafant  know  that 
he  cannot  fupport  himfelf  fo  comfortably  on 
ten  Shillings  a  Week,  as  thirty  Years  ago  he 
could  upon  iix.  Let  any  Man  compare  the  na- 
tional Revenue  now,  whe^  Money  is  at  3  or  4 
per  Cent,  with  the  Revenue  *  oney  was  at 

8  and  10,   and  the  State  pe  now  with 

what  it  was  fome  Centu  and  he  will 

have  no  Reafon  to  compl:  ces,  confider- 

ing  we  have  the  intereft  <  tional  Debts, 

the  Purchafe  of  tour  pref  ies,  annually 

to  difcharge. 

They  who  are  in  Tru  \  j  for  the  Pre*- 

fervation  of  the  Laws,  jon,  and  true 

Intereft  of  their  Country,  muft  be  as  follicitous 
to  preferve  the  King's  Honour  from  Indignity, 
and  his  regal  Power  from  Violation,  and^will 
always  oppofe  thofe  who  intrench  upon  either, 
and  who  would  compafs  their  Ends  by  trampling 
upon  both. 

This- 
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This  can  never  be  done,  while  Englijhmen  will 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  the  Dupes  of  every  re- 
vengeful Faciion,  and  their  Paffions  to  be  fport- 
ed  with  and  play'd  upon  to  their  own  Deilru- 
ction.  Let  us  one  and  all  then,  my  Coimtrymcn, 
unite  our  Hands  and  our  Hearts  now,  when  we 
have  it  in  our  Power,  to  crufh  the  overgrown 
Monfter  Faciion,  and  fupprefs  it  for  evermore. 


FINIS. 
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